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1 LOOK upon it as a fortunate incident for Ireland, that 
Dr. Watſon's anſwer came ont here almoſt as ſoon as Mr. 
' Gibbons's book; for it rn the moſt difficult and per- 
nicjous parts of |. But as this gentleman hath ſtudied con- 


knowing 
pl hath not been ſo generally propagated as the hiſtory-. 
itſelf, I br endeavoured to remedy both theſe defects: 
The E theſe obſervations, which, will give a 
tolera the whole controverſy, and extend to 
theſe — wok againſt chriſtianity, which are the great 
foundations of our modern unbelief; and the ſecond by hav- 
ing them printed in a ſmall pamphlet, TE may be eaſily 
bound 5 we” Dr. Wan, book. | 


G nl Ted that theſe Aeilical writers who 
all declare for a religion of nature, and this ſo perfect that 
nothing can be added to or diminiſhed from it, and the 


on can be wanted or given in it even by God himſelf : One 
ſhould imagine, that he would at leaſt find theſe gentlemen 
_ confer forme honour upon chriſtianity, not only fort N 
inga mad more perfect and beneficia} moril en 
ſotciuz it by" infinitely-more powerful. Werker, chad? Bad 


8  furniſhing-us with a perfe& knowledge of God, bis uw, 
nature government and true religion, and the pure Fer ” 


 - muſe tnoſt advantageous to Glue and the Titppiteſs er 


-”- _ mankind, and thereby fave themefrem that N 
ſigperſiitioh of the henthens which mult prove f pefhfeieu¹j 
| tocbotk.cicOns/ſhould imagine that this abſurd- Amid iel. 

treu in ſhould be 0 ſeverety, as it Hd be m *. 
E  juſtly,condemned by bse ſetters-up/ of natural felgen, : 
© andichriſtjavity intheſanic'maniner approve of ind cbm. . 
muended by them But nothing Ike this; nay the yery-re- w_ 
So wee ro hofbund i kanne M 
v3 JJC 278A, WW bis 


5 Tus t genius and learning of Mr. G 4 
his accu eee baden 


ciſeneſs ſo muctr as to omit ma my things, which to the leſs 
reader may want an explanation, and as his re- 
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whole of it like wiſe ſo cextain and manifeſt that no inſtruQi- | 


ever beenknown 'by-mankind before; büt likewiſe for its” - 


\ ſhip with which he is to he fer ved; which' kfiowledge 
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writers, muſt. have informed him, that the. e p< 
morality was not only permitted but required by the Genn 


tile- religion. . 2760 5 nay the eee "a 
2 were n | 


s 4 7 aura, ind 348g 1e muſt bow that ny 
of their feligious ſervices did require drunkenneſs, 15 -lewd- 
neſs, pollution, blood, murder, eyen to their burning. t to 
aſhes their own 1 81 children, Ang ae in bone 


K 


| ſuch ark Cx could ave e or how. x How 


e at theſe Gig 20M us Giwbets be Well ac 
quainted, and muſt likewiſe know. that all their "vice 8 
philoſophers were ſo ignorant or Gera in the 3 
ters, that they all outwardly conformed to the retis | 


: — 
* 


of their ſeveral countries, and adviſed all others 3 
ſame. And when chriſtianity aroſe, inſtead of abandon - 


| is deteſtable ſuperſtition, did 
| to fad; it; and Fr al equa 1 oe and mas 
_ lice, did milrepreſent chriſtianity, and abuſe it as th 
- baſe apd.. molt abominable of all falſe and bad religions i nd 
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| KS 3745 be, he is not ignorant of their abſurd. ane 
| ture 4 hs, and the retributions of i it; bur makes 
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oil thEthorals "of 


, 1 77 "when. they were, A religion,” ini: 
2 4 is Fe res pang 110 des he Hat SONY td 
3 e alors of thaſe See e Rom the | 
3 "And thought it their” ot *& P E (caſe pt 8 Jen 
Z Pg Gods, and ſuch ae Ae x whit the one trac” 
4 85 * 8 d e e them; "ad e yet Mr. 
23 Si a age 40, of the Dublſi edition, Vo! 255 Inift "8 

3 | 5 9 85 The 16 Praiſe this Pere rvertion of 

q he Nag 4 25 d falfehi God of it, Abe, bdeed, 

4 it's uncleantieſs, "Hatch: "vibletce, 


925 by, re it; and this Wontrchs 5 

a8 An r and hiſe- 
han.  mott 5 5 Dry dec 1 406 an, 
QCC; bay 15 Cn a. 9 55 rmiſgnels* 2 . . 
on; althongh it would deaf fle refigion but. focht af was 
| founded upon its own bottom, for ſömerlcmes alf öf this 
1 43, and tho it ſheweg itſelf fo cruel and bloody 0 
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do tublil nd are : goyerned by him. That, he was too 
705 ood to rak man for this infig pificant life alone, but hath 
ed, im for In endleſs x. 1 „„ 


perfect exiſt 2 a Nev 


life, a nd 3 an 58 1 ee LR Van ang bappi- 
nels in it; yp roper. be aviour in this 
1 qual fy or m4 e Vinnſelt ca] pab] Je of them. . That the 

valif carne vired, 19 for b. 75 to 20 in t e ent 


n LOH 


im, the moſt lovely AT 
| ine, ad ; cial to everyc Sto Lil ebe ls 
Conne ted, and to whom | his 5 ht can extend, Ang, AS 
mall fill him with 5 55 affe >Qions- Which will aimed | 
kim to che all perfect C od, andJrain his 7 to the « en - 

Joymeat « of that b in "who alone the, perle NN — 3 
_neſs of all intelligent creatures. is to. e pon | 


aeg 


4 likeneſs to whom i it ; muſt L for. WT, depend 


4. * 83 


we” e ee tells us, thei, _ Fg 84 K- 
ful as all men are, wo, perfeatl holy and Joſt, as. their 
God, yet he is not man 1 445 his moſt affectionate 
and een friend; for « even 1 us ſinners God is love; | 
that. he does not deſert 1 us as ſoon as he has made us, 
t watches continually over us to do us good, and this 
with ſuch a articular providence, that a hair falls bot 
from our bead: but with. his K knowledge and by his per- 
miſſion. That we may ig every caſe addreſs, —_— 
to him in prayer, for protection, deliverance, gu 
bleſling, and be ſure of obtaining them all ſo vey 4 Th 
are good for us; provided, we intreat them, with fit | 
a and in the proper manner which he. hath pre- 
ſeribed to us: And from ence e 92 


ish KF". 4; 17 


Wh Nhat 505 Lady Tin e 705 
Bu Che. tells us, that this is f bleſſed, 
to 415 9 we are not of ourſelves 77 5 5 1 


9 W gps our fed 
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5 vs 


bis all-powerful and holy ſpirit: who ſhall new create 


* 


8 1 * f 
Fes i naſmuch as s all men are Te 1 the 1 great 


- | creator and x vernor 'of the univerſe 1 18 of ſuch a natube 
us to hold all ſinners in abhorrence, and be muſt likewiſe, | 
. by he values the happineſs of his whole creation, diſ- 


de by the moſt powerful motives poſſible from all fin, 
perſuade to virtue; therefore has the moſt en 
and holy, but moſt merciful and loving God, contriv 


| a way to faye man, which ſhall the beſt anſwer to both 


theſe purpoſes, at the ſaine time that it procures pardon, 


_ favour, and happineſs for man the ſinner.” For to ſave 


mankind from the deſtructive nature and horrible effect of 


I fin, did that Son of God, Who is himſelf 3 effi- 


4 gien and final cauſe and ſuſtainer of all thin 1 
man, with all the innocent weakneſs and infirmities of 


dis low nature, that, by therein performing for us 72 


Whole will of God, ee any ſin, he might 


With his own righteouſneſs ; and, by dying in all the Say 


; tures of the croſs for us, he might expiate our fins, and 


-  Teconcile us to his all-holy father and our offended God. 
2 By all theſe providences have we the greateſt deteſtation 


Mile" ſhewn to ſin, and Ke love to This creatures tho” 
1 © Aug nothing could ever fo affektingly prove the 
dreadfylly odious and pernicious nature of vice, and the 
abſolute neceſſity of virtue in order to our future happineſs, 
WE does this chriſtian ſcheme of ſalvation. Apd to en- 
_ [creaſe this conyiftion, © we are not yet,. with all this ex - 
"tk of kindneſs manifeſted'to us, permitted to 2 

a petition t to bim but through the mediation of | oa nfl. : 
'nitely deſerving .redeemer'; nor are we capable of any 
acceptance from him, but through the ſanctification of | 


our fallen and corrupted” nature, and thereby render us 
capable of that divine fayour and happineſs, for which 


; dee at firſt created.” And thus is the whale of our 


ſalvation from our God, who himſelf atones, ſanRifies, 


We bleff = and is alt in all to the tre chriſtian. 


efides, to ve ws al undoubted aſſurance of his ring 
Steed s all heſe bleſſings for vs, he riſes from the 


. aud conquets death, the 8 of ſin, aſcends into F * 


ver we 8 or” our PP" to take ca before- 
| hand. 


8 8 
had for us; he is inveſted with all power; both in Hea- 


ven und Tarth ; he viſibly ſends down” 9 — hence the 


gifts of his holy ſpirit upon men; and becauſe” he foved = 


us to ſuch an inconceivable degree, therefore is he ap- 
_ — Pointed: the judge of all creatures, and he hitnſelf it is 
whois to award them all to their proper fate, whether of 
happineſs or miſery for ever; N our ene gan en- 
R into his e a en ee _ * 1 I 
Bx Wen ee 8 we cas! ed en ai com- 
Ard aſſurance of our being all ſaved upon the eaſy 


terms of the goſpel, and made partakers of endleſs life 


and inconceivable happineſs. And fhall any man wilfully 


caſt away theſe bleſſings from him ? It is true that they 
are moſt wonderful; and where a wrong biaſs of mind 


hath been Sostinsdsd, that they will appear hard of be- 
lief, or utterly incredible. But to take off this incredi- 


bility, let it be conſidered that God is an infinite being, 
and * therefore be exalted as much above men in 


Bis workings, as in his-incomprehenfible nature ; and as 
perſon -acquainted with his material creation, muſt 


acknowledge, that he is here inſcrutable where yet there 


can be no oppoſition made to his will, ſo muſt he be much 


more inſcrutable in the formation and government of 
his moral creatures; who to be moral muſt be free 


ention, be ever flying off from that rule of right to which 
all happineſs, is, and muſt be annexed, and thereby in- 


ttoducing evil inſtead of the creator's intended good, into 


his good creation. Where this happens to be the caſe, 
a remedy will be manifeſtly wanted; and certaimy it ts 
fo in this our world: And we find that the divine pow- 


er, wiſdom, goodneſs, are gently; { had almoſt ſaid prin- | 


Apally here diſplayed, by the very many and various re- 
— which he hath — ry the numberleſs evils 


dur ee e to OE we are here fo miſernbly _ 
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ane 
therefore governed according to their freedom ; but who, 
if they be free, will many of them, for preſent gratifi- 


Which immorality and — have introduced into 


3 ee 1 anſwer that it is not; for this 


joyment, and man 1 1 
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.Bngrnns the divin Being muſt ever be 


diſtinguiſhed 
| 6. glorified. by his . workings, and chiefly, o doubt, 
by his workings to do, good and if ſo, it Path be by | 
provagences.of mercy and kindueſs which ſhall be en- 
preſſixe of his infinity, and therefore ſtupendous and 
Wonderful beyond all created cunception. And if it be 
conſidered, that a love to virtue and his creatures; muſt 
_ - ever be the higheſt affections in the divine mind, and 
muſt, by the manifeſtations which he ſhall herein make of 
his nature, do the moſt honour to himſelf and benefit to all 
moral beings : (for this will beget in them the greateſt love 
to, and happineſs in him, and fill them with theſe alfec- 
tions which are of all others the moſt lovely and bliſsful) 


we ſhall then ſee abundant reaſon for this providence of 
chriſtianity ; and in fullneſs of conviction acknowledge, 


that he hath hereby deſervedly gotten himſelf a name, 
Which is above every name that ever was or ſhall be fb 
named, whether: in Heaven or Earth, whether in this 


World or in the world to come; and does moſt pecu- 


Aiarly merit the moſt thankful and high adoration and 
praiſe of every e eee of qa puter 
5 oy ;of un eden en Dre 


3 


"Lt tek 25 : : 6s 8 of} (4. hi 48 8 | 5 


„ ͤ „„ adds: this; indeed. x 0 Ws 
religion. is 


made up pt: chreatenings as well. as of promiſes ʒ and de- 


ndunces a Hell of never- ending torments to the wicked, 
as well as it engages a Heaven of the like een 5 
the virtunus perſon. A declaration this, truly aſfecting 
and awful to the moſt virtuous of inen ; but, to the 
many wicked among us, ſo horrible, that it muſt make 
them wiſh, and cagerly:too,: that death may be to them 
what it is Oo frequently ſtiled, the end eden. - 
But who arg they with whom this muſt be tlie caſe:?. 
Wiz oni with theſe rn facrifice-the hoaſted 


dignity of rational and n 


man, to the lob appetites 


and paſſions af irrational: a abd immdral brute. AnꝗHuhere | 


this is the cauſe of infideluy.to anyhow very baſe and deteſt- 
able mult the infidel be? Every animal is made to en- 


n that there * be no en- 


8 
* 2 7 


Cans; 


joyment without exiſtence,” is made to defire exiſtence, 
and this without end; and herein his animal nature joins © 
in with his reaſon, for it makes him abhor, and to the 
utmoſt of his power, to reſiſt and ſtrive agai ſt W 3 
and an extinttion of Abeing. And What is . ihn 


can cauſe theſe jpeople 120 wish fer his Cin erp : 
Why'it is, that they may there wallow in all ſen. 
ſoality wichout you thought or care: of religion er 
futurity, and yet avgid that wounded conſcience which 
would make them juſtiy apprehend, that if here ſhould | 
be another life, 3 be miſerable in it;; for it is 
"4 manifeſtly better got 10 be a alt, chan 46 ſubſiſt in 
. . a 7 338 dn 7 641 Bay. "ny 5 7 


+2 


| Petr: N N21 1 or 2225 

Any does then webs Os pe boaſted aligns of na- 
ture; bring themat laſt to this unnatural paſs, that they will, 
upon the baſeſt of motives, and contrary to their oπƷu 
nature and to the intent ion of their all-beneſicent God, 
who has made them for an infinitely better exiſtence than 
chat of this life, and ſuch glorious enjoyments in it, will 
: themſelves down to the tranſitory, inſignificant 
gratiſications of this preſent world, and wiſh for nothing 
more, nay, that there might be no more, but all end 
with this life? Let there be but à place of any conſi- 
derable profit or honour offered to any of ihem, and 
— he rejoice in it, and what diſiculties will he 
not go through to obtain or preſerve it? And how is it 
then that this man gull ſpurn away from him the in- 
finitely- more valuable offer of an endleſs: poſſeſſion of 
inconceivable glory and happineſs. This perſon may in 
this certainly ſee his on baſeneſs, unreaſonableneſs, and 


demerit. But as we made not ourſelves, nor can alter 


that conſtitution of thinge whieh the divine will hath 
eſtabliſhed, it is our chief buſineſs, in effect our only 
| buſineſs, moſt carefully and impartially to enquire, whee- 
thes theſe moſt important matters be not ſo as chriſtiani- 
ty has repreſented them ; and if they be, to conform 
_ ourſelves to them; | for otherwiſe we may, and de- 
ſervediy ſhall; undo ourſelves 3 — this Uſe: unreafons- 
bie and criminal 5 2323 N OS es 8 r 
elbe . e 5 © H A P. 
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| noe after this, and that it ſhall bea 


their i ignorance 4 the divine 
particular government of 3 could make nothing 
of this argument. Seneca, as well as Mr. Gibbons, 
tells us, that altho they had promiſed, yet they had 
not proved this future exiſtence : But it is 2 n 
E 55 e , api r 


Man EY . hs 
1 and reward, or hatred and puniſhment, for 

his good or evi behaviour; — it is ſo: The 

divine being is likewiſe moral; moral in the higheſt 
pPoſſible degree, and muſt therefore have tbeſe affections 
to the man, and ſee that he merits the one or the other 


Oe theſe retributions. And ſhall he not deal wih him 


A in a manner conformable to them? This would be a 
; dire& contratliQion to both their [natures ; and therefore 


„ 
— :- . 


more as he is the moral governor of the world, reward 
the one and puniſh the other. Aud as this retribution 


this world, it muſt be ſo in another; and that conſtitu- 


* 72 
* . 


then the all gracious God hath deſigned us for any hap- 
 pineſs hereafter, and much more for a happineſs which 
is to be complete and certain, he muſt breed us up to 
proving tion for we are made every thing, we are even 
a ene by 3 2 2 1 wedhall - 

| 54 ; * . 2 N e accuſt tom 


de muſt, as certainiy as he is moral himſelf, and much 


is not always, perhaps never, adequately adminiſtered in 


tion of ature, which. the creator of the world n 
ates that it- > 5 


=” . happineſs depends upon-virtue; nd, to ht 
plete in happineſs, we { muſt be entire in virtue 3 for 


wherever vice is admitted, | miſery muſt be there. If 


* 


W 
caſtor oürtelpes f contradidl ad def viſe be obliga- 


tions of virtue for the love of fenfuality And vice, . | 


muſt, by a natural neceſſity, render ourſelves unca 
of happineſ H 


„ and” plunge ourſelves into 2 55 


And ruin; and remain in this miſery till we have changed 
our nature, and made that virtudus and good which 
was before vicious and bad. Religion and virtue are 


then the moſt important of all matters; and the infidel 


negle& of them the moſt irrational nd deſtructive that 


can be. We muſt in this life take care io habituate'our- 


ſelves to love, and ta chuſe the things which are good, 


and to abominate and caſt from us the things which are 


evil. And man's own nature ſhews' him that this was 
the very end of his creation, and 25 * of his * 
a me: the \ pong word.” 


„ 


* 


e man is deteſtable a vicious Cs is not go- 


| voids by virtue; and virtue always requires, that in 
the things concerning itſelf, we act above this world; 


and where any competition comes between the intereſts | 


of the two, that we act in direct contradiction to the 
latter, and facrifice all the enjoyments of life, nay, and 


fe itſelf, to the obligations of virtue; and this too, 
altho' it ſhould be by the moſt painful of deaths. And ſo 


certainly as man's nature requires this of him, ſo cer- 


*tainly does it prove that he was made for a future life, 
and à juft retribution in it: For otherwiſe his moral 
8 and all gracious creator and governor, muſt have 


cauſed him to loſe all enjoyment; nay, and his ex- 


1 iſtence too, for the. doing of that which he wills and 


requires him to do; muſt love him for having done, and 


for which he muſt ſee that he deſerves a reward; and 


the higher reward, the more he acts in this manner. 


_ "Theſe things carmot be, it is impoſſible that they ſhould 
| be and therefore a future life and a juſt retribution in 
it, are as certain to thoſe who truly know their God, 
us that there is ſuch a being, and that he made and go- 
verns the world. And in fact, a notion of this kind is 
15 2 — — to ma 


n, that it has generally” prevailed ver 
and "Ie can” hardly find any nation, 
„ 
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who 
f that hope {o, 


20. chriſtianity i 1 8. 0 X 
ying Fo to cheer us in ho 


au in itſelf, and abrays ſo: 


ly; xeduce. this world to a Hell of 
8 of a future ; or retribution i in it, muſt 
roduce all theſe horrible effects. It, 
animal and brutiſh appetites. paſhons | 
| dominion over ibe man, mk ca | anoihilate 7 
which is e 5 
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— and folly. But, as chri 


5 upon this matter, and made diwibe Wörflüßß the firſt of 
all duties, it is become abſolutely requiſite, that we en- 
quire i into the neceſſity and "reafonableheſs ef this Wer- 
| und is not only for the confutatiom of unbe- 
nere, but allo for the convictiom of many of thefe 
ho call themſelves chriſtians, but \by the"{ophiſms' of 
our irifidels, TE drawn inte ſdeh 'a riegleft And 
Contempt of this great duty, as 2 total rejection of chrifs 
| nies and indet For: all religio 
25 mn C0471 8% REES. insert un in 
0 - 06TH my antagoniſt de de 4 arhiht; 
eraſe a n believer of God and his attributes, 
and upon this foundation will 1 ary 
Its the office of teaſon to make us enqufre and'know;,' 


and Prineipally in thoſe things which ate moſt excellent 
tiportant 1s us. Ahh as the being 


in kferdſelves, and ft 
8 an nature” of God; his g govermnent bft tie 


of An dother ſubfecto the moſt noble Ach 40 
muſt it be the principal end for which reaforr was given 
us, che chief” of its e h "our moſt important bu- 


, ſitieſs "to enquire into; aun makeGurfelyes Krfowing "i in 


Af theſe matters. And upon ang enquiry, we 
muſt ud dur Söcd: tc be the creator of all things; 15 


tex all ds fubMt "bar y bit Will; and every one oft 


ther" depend upon Him for its being aa an the” bleflings 
which'any* creatdite'*pofſedes. ' Fſſd oe hall" Tikew 
finds that'he is fo'perfe 

_ Hffnltelygo ood'td fen, 


tuin 3 Nnd when a” (GAGbility of thieſe chin 


acquired, we mult ſee it to be our duty; 4 
all duties, to entertain ſuch affeQions for him, as 4 
wiceie ie bie Al Perceck nature” and Lat eben 

F h. that we ES all Proper 


"ob O07 Vir 1765 HOW 28510 9 us _ "2.5 


Aer! * 


[Londen ar derte of God as pie of fü⸗ 8 
ch it is funded, have laid the Gesel Rect 8 


Ear alone Vinckeste ? | 


irg Ie the caſe with” Ki. 


, our 
pon auc obligations to Him, ànd the re.” 4 
tifhs'Which'it is' proper wWe ſhould® make for t rem, are” 


y excelleitt in” himifelf, 2804 N 
31% 0 deſewpe Alte eeem, 1 
Wende, lese tieinkithvess; Whit" oft Pe r 
trig has been 0 


Y n 
RS N ? 
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Fe N 14115 its 


[| homage our r duty only, 
VL alſo our Fee ee Ache man be at, the 


3 = bead of our „world, there is not any animal in it 


24 ; 1 VEE = 
E. x: *% PODS 
Be - 

* * F 
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3 Which bas ſo. many wants. and. is of: bimſelf lit tle, 


"of whe. rr is ſabjeck t to fg many L and 1 
ſo oſten and grievouſly,. as he ; none of them which are 
f ſo inſecure in their Weiten nor oubled. with 5 


„ — a% 


ture the human breaft.. ad if every man . 


3 | _ theſe wantings in the affairs of this life, how much 
more does the, religioniſt feel. them in thoſe of his eter- 
mil concerns? This is unqueſtionably his caſe; and by 


* 


5 33 1 urged on, is be. almoſt compelled to 2008; out for 
Mw ſome ſuperior, upon whoſe | goodne 
de may depend, for protection and for ſuccour, ſuit - 
= able = age many dangers,” and. all. bis craving wants. 
Ts And to his greateſt. poſſible advantage he may have all 
ee ip his Pau gh and moſt, loving and kind; God. 
_ For he himſelf. has aſſured him, that he will upon his 
* - properly aſking. them; prayer, fave him fre 
7 ES evil and bleſs him with, every good, ſo far as 7 | 
' really beneficial to him. What an ineſtimable e benefit then, 
is ibis cbriſtian nu" to men [When we, who muſt 


one Who careth -for-; us, | and. i yon, 


. willing 8 & ready, * Bal in powerful end, "wig hty, 
=: et 1700 00 95 i 250 Nein pos 


CCG. I 45585 ine i . bh MY {it 
5 4 Bur not all; che dle ing in ano- 
2 1 | -of Len, 2 man, hich. ; Schon th a wee 
3 "Import, and to which he ou "moſt ger to at- 


ä 1 * car 
OY Oe 


$ ; Yo means to entertain, preſerve, invi vigorate, and. 2xpreis 
q © theſe ſentiments. to bim; ba" as, the ſoul has, 
N _ _contraQted: theſe. diſpoſitions, we | hall gra ourſelves 
E | hefore himi in the moſt bumdie een 1 Yendence 
3 2 l e n e 110 NOI 


. to 7 ee es is ne, that e 
ut 


= He theſe wants, as well as his own natural. N 15, 


s and. power 


1 care 25 tt Lag things, know that we can thus lay all 5 
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ener 
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tend 
reaſon for vine worſhip, | will 1 


onen ſentiments hic 
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namely, dt he is the 
of the world ; which x 
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» tain him, that he fills the whole of creation, and all 


ſpace: which is infinitely beyond it, and is more inti- 


| 9 preſent to every creature than any cteature can 


be to itſelf, and underſtands much better whatſoever” it»; 


thinks or acts ; and with this abſolutely petſect know--+ - 


ledge of them all, we know that N both from 
the nature of himſelf and his government, reward or 
Puniſh- men for their good or evil behaviour here. As» 
man is then a ſinner, and obnoxious to the divine ven- 


geance, ſo muſt he in his adoration, addreſs his God with 


theſe: ſentiments and expreſſions which are-ſuitable to his 
ſinful condition. He muſt, if he will hope for the ſo 
exceedingly wanted mercy and pardon from his offended 
God, who r and is of too pure eyes 
to hehold, or bear with iniquity, he muſt conceive and 
declare his ſeuſe of, and ſorrow: for his ' fins, confeſs 
them all to him, humble himſelf for them, reſolve to 


: ami m. and implore the forgiveneſs of them, and 


s aſſiſtance, to enable him to conquer them here- 


after, and live a more virtuous life. That ſinner, and 


every man is a ſinner, who does not thus humble him- 


ſelf. before his God for his manifold tranſgreſſions, has 


no knowledge. of bimſelf or the great governor of the 


world, nor any ſenſe of, nor repentance for ſin; and 
neither deſervese nor is capable of merey or happineſs: 8 


whilſt he continues fach. For, without /a-reformation: + 
of ſou}, he is diſqualiſied for both of theſe; and he can 


haye no reformation; till he is filled; with theſe Ls 


1 have now. 9 * AE 47 
3 77 0 19 6 2 5 $7 3%; ri 5 . i 
Ap here it is te be obſerved, - ak as the 1 
of all true religion and religious worſhip, is to qualify | 
men for the favour: and happineſs of God, and neither 


_ of theſe is poſſible to, be obtained but by. virtue, ſo 
maſk, rr — tend to make us virtuous. And ; 


aounfailing ,untb:choſt K Ray fone. 
e. — 4 his-ConſtantvinlpeRivr: of,” 
Bron; regard to our behaviour as our-!juſb governor>ant'- 
judge; and prayer is the beſt means poſſible to preſerve 
and enliven this ſenſe avalforto brett in our hüarts all 
tt:eſe affestiom hi are melt viftuout ant inciting”! 
| to virtue io 4s tits from hence ; that” jt 
not only the firſt but the moſt» important of all duties 
| fon toloverthar incomprehenſiile:benignwho* is al}: per- 
- _ feQionj lovelnefs; gobdrieſs; andblifs,bwith all ouroheiire;: 
 witt-all-ourſobl;owith all: our minds and with: a dur 
| ſtrengths is bob from / reaſon and reuelation, the gieateſt 
oß all thecommandrhentb; and prayer is the breedingſ.ex<" 
n e eee eee vox in ut? : 
77 ³ð b cid 7 ar Tun o! ans. 
1 = »Pplainiand? certaing' thx 
LE itanuſt; contradidiom td the” whole ren 
8 bon and nature of religious worſhip; ud offer it v ß ee, 
bother than tke vne true G od de uνꝭ? then — 
tive chriſtians jbin tin: With the heathiens 1 
ſervices? Not 'Toihave givenahis to the higheſt —.— 
off angels would-have been Idclätry and ho — more"! 
ſolwhen: theſe w . roſictsi abominabls dreaw © = 
tures; anditiwiſncto abominable:-Titts.-28: the” Heather 
"ny" conſiſted of. Ht. evonruy wats =7 has: le 
n +34; eu a Ed + wth ig cata EI 81 CAE 49D 
eemzes es che innocent: andi neveſfury? bügel. 
3 »amoſements of this life matt! totaH . 
eres the mam if-there: were nta fu proper mens“ 
dy whictto take off his attention from them: 
| his! infigitely more important concerns. 
of-foturity;cſo is prayer of alt othera th: moſt foreidle ro 
_ to- work this effedt upbn him. Ahd now let any redet! 
= - think What tan invilonble privileges it de- t habe then E 
1 mighty governor of the worid ever open to our petiti- _ 
— _onsgambready! to themy'candwhadtia benefit elirif- 
tianity has confetrell upon us in preſurving and making de- 
RN an inſinite preſudice 
it re eee r unde 
412 = © l 1 wa e n 211 N * 5 4 


=) > 18 
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mt 


misghtily diſturb the quiet of thoſe. gentlemen, who think 


4 


wh religious adoration totally deſtroyed! In 1 have we 
a ſignal inſtance of the uncertainty and great imperfection 

of that religion of nature; ay it is called, which our 
infidels would ſetup, and are uſed ſo mightily to extol, 
When the great genius and learning of Mer; Gibbons could 

not yet diſcover, that religious worſhip Was at all a 


; duty, O approptiated 0 the one true God $ but he ; | ] 
| bolds.it- all. to be a. piece of ſuperſtition and ſoſly. It is 1 
not, however, a duty to be admitted by any deiſt; for a 

. this, conceſſion would neceſſarily imply, that the divine . 
being had a ard to the behaviour of men, and was Af 
governar of the world n this implication would —_ ; "1 


with lord-Bolingbrooke, that they can have no reaſon; to 
fear God, tho' there ſhould be à future life, for he can 
never do any of his creazures any harm ; that this was 
by all means to be rejected from their belief. And 
here too, we have a ſignal inſtance of what the genero- 
| ſity and, boaſted. dignity of theſe gentlemen amount to,; 
Who, inſtead. of being moved to virtue by this un- 
| bounded; goodneſs of Their. God, do, from bene, take 
5 occaſion, not only to. negleQ” him and Ris particular 
duty, but to run into the moſt ſhameful and: pernicious 
wietedneſe that the faſhion of the En r _ 
to: their own debattiert oi n od % 
1 WP S833 eee ee SH, fie} roo ad. 8&5 — 
* Any, having. now ſeen. what, 3 iim was, and. 5 ES 
8 y is, and how exceedingly. abſurd; and abomina- 3 
ble the mer, even in the moſt poliſhed, inquiſitive, 
and, knowing, nations; and .how entirely true, uſeful, s. 
_ conſutent,; and important the latter 3 it will be eaſy to = 
Merge, chat he... muſt; have, a. mind geeply preju- = 
diced, ho does. not here diſcern the certainty and truth 
 of;ths; chriſtian religion, and, that founded, not only;on | 
reaſon; butin its goodneſs and haꝑpy effects; and ſee that 
it muſt come from that infintely bene ficent being, who 
loves, and, would make happy,: all his creatures z not 
Willing that any ſhould periſh, bu ths: Ae come 
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TR. Odbons, in page 2 0 becsdis r 
f the ehriftian religion, in theſe 
E ht 'xons ing 0 the. convincing — 4 
rm fr dhe "ruling ' providence F its great Au- 
thor. at pity it is that this gentleman does not l. 
- ways write in the fame manner: But afterwards, 
_ a manifeſt" inconſiſtency; applies all his endeavours to 
extirpate this religion, Whiek in this place he ſo juſtiy 
oommends for its uſefulneſs and atk” But leaving this 
to hie on heart, herber for cidicFule or feriouſneſs, 
I am obſerva, that one moſt material proof for our 
| ; namely, the very 
th ndot -mitzdes' which brill and 
his apoſties en for the ebnfirmation of weir di- 
vine miſſtion; und which, zus Dr. Watſon obſe 
in the ſeriptures ſo imer cee with their doctrines, that 
it is -imipoſſible' to“ ſeparate them the one from” the 
other; and which, althe' {they hal all 'ceafe wich the 
kves of the apoſtles, were yet ſo 'anthentically/fet forth 
by them in à moſt undeubted Hiſtory, that all men 
might be as certain of them; us, if chey had deer the 
objects of their own ſenſes. Never men gave fuch 
| proofs of their integrity, as the writers of did; and 
all that they delivered was from their own certam kno: 
ber they, bad ſeen and heard them. Nor were 


_thels "miencles wrought in a dark corn er, or in the 
ſence of friends, te cover up or promöte att intipoſture, 
or toi prove? ching pleaſing to the World, bete 1 4 


great of it cwid be Hattefed by chem; bot it way” 

Wo mg es and e hr in the 
preſenee of ãdverſaries, the moſt teful 
Fame, and in mot Knowing ati 
all power in their hands; ahd Were Aye — 
— wed enclitfation; drwen 055 WH: 
cover and expoſe. the cheat, if any thing 26f that kind 
* be found in them; but who, by authentic 
roofs drawn from their own. writings, are ſhewn_ to 


ave en them; * ** aſcribing them to 
„„ an” 5 5 


WB 


” „ . 
magic they defroped.-their: effects) and oxen de 
them ne eden of ridicule ue er dent , 
us, however, go on to ler ſeme of the internal 
evidences, which our author himſelf allows to be in 


chritianuy .. Hils en aug Olea tom 2 133 111 A ANR 
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via. bemalt od w tuners, + 16 BESR #293238 i Hi ; 
Don a proper ne matters, in many 
of. the moſt ſxiking inſtances, Lo happy in being abſe 
to refer the ,ceader. to Mr. Jenynss late hoh 
this ſubject, Who was once a much Prejudiggd, 155 7 
wrote: as! perniciouſly Chriſt's religion, as, | 
. 
„the antics of f to haye an un 
uence, upon his mind, brought conviction, along 
with. it ; 3 29d this, upon ſpch jaſt and forcible. reaſons, 
that if 1 * Gibbons will as juſtly conßder them, 
they. pong y. ſet forth, they; will make n delierer 
bim a5 2 Mr, Jenyns. This being, houe: 
ver, 3 zierte bist, J will add, ſomething 
— Py int SXKtemna propfs. He bus erty 


Aan ad? gi adn, * af ee . Seit io one ad se 


Tn Gentleman,, with the. greated; truth, , he- 
ſerves that. before Denen nothi 
like tus religion upen the fansg f ihs earths except 


only among the Jews, who) were-enlightened by chriſ- 
tianiqy s: sur for: allt of the henthenz, ag held 
by their greateſt reaſoners amd, Aiſeſt phileſpgher, was 
falſehood, ſuperſtition, idolatry. But Chriſt was a 
_ carpenter, .amdithe. xeputed ſas of a carpenter and his 5 
apofſies „all of, cheer illitprate, and- the 3 
e 
160 ap * . 
d Cod and wan, het there is ssither der eee Ag 
_ deinen it: .but u hege thedharp eyes of ., Shaftaz 
bury and would have ir amended, be would 
haue hutiperxerted-and ſpoiledahe. whole by the pron = 


wg, 2 ſcheme of providence ſo very, high and Worn, 

| derby ud well adapted.to, and: .explanative;;oh, be 
| en, revelation nene hat we 
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Tus illiterate men alſo give us the hiſtor 
nie, actions, teaching, of a man who aſſumed a cha- 
racer grest beyond imtagingtion, and to'whitlt nothing 
ma world". hag: equal; or had any” "likeneſs" to it; 
of his being both God and man. And have 
= fl made him ac up to this claim? Let — 
5 know, to his aſtontſhment, they really have; 
 thit"they bare dene ir in Every inſtance een 
che things" were moſt flupendous and difficult} where 
they were to fill up this feemingly contra: 
ratte, long before deſcribed in many ere ad to 
be manifeſted"by” a ſeries of miraculous works, wich 
Were torally beyond all Human powers; and in which 
_the greater Part 'of this character vas directly Tepug- 
nant t6/ their dun expectations, thei (deepeſt preju- 
dices, and all their Hopes and comfort in this Word? 
and the whole of theſe tranſactions deſcribed in the moſt 
Plein and aftleſs narfition that" ever was + And 
all "this" with" a diſcorety"of their i es fults, 
their worldly-mindedneſs,' ftupidity, and peryefſeneſs; 
aid theit maſter's feprehenſiohs for them. Here have 
we internal evidence indeed and I will" Befides add to 
ir in external Prof like wife. erenatgon Ben mad vo 
"3 28% eee 95 arrifiobt no toy (boot: ht 
n the apoſtle d be detetwed, | 
.. 6f Ueceversy ind therefore their tellimdayits tue. They 
© milf Rae known 2\vHerver Chriſt fuck 68 rines, 
SLoned ſdeh tuirheles, ed upon the crofs} Was®butied; 
F proved: Bintelf 10 be 
ale agaih by many dene, tekens; they mut have 
16 n of whether he. did, 'aceb/din ug to dhe pfemnſe made > 
rift Ani be was ak Tera Gown upon thei after 
nis! death, the gifts df <his"holy"\ſpirit 3-5 7 
nine them kndw and recerve His u cle 8 
e hey were "before moſt inveterately” reji 
to“ underſtand and peak a Variety of Hiig ts 
Which they were before totally unacquainted; 46 en- 
able — in — or his 3 promiſe, to 
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Theſe things 


0 25 » OR 
enen miracles Which he had done i in don- 
ev. of their divine miſſion, and to give to theſe 
former worldlings and cowards; fuch a contempt” for 


this =P ſuch a regard for the truth, the ſavation of 


the rewards of virtue in a future life; and 


ſuch an undaunted daring ſpirit in doing the thing 
which was -righ „ 45 eee Rim we tho before well 


nſequences'-of the thing, to g 
about wi preach Chriſt's religion to every nation un- 
der heaven; and to perſevere in this work, againſt all 
the perſecutions which malice, power, cruelty; could 
infli& upon them 3 even to the moſt torturous of deaths. 
- muſt, have all known, it was im- 


poſſihle for them to be deceived in any of them and 


yet their maſter in ſending them out, puts their miſſion 


upon ſuch bottom, 2 eg . W nes for them 
nay Len 5 en "DOI wr Vo 


Fon as he 22 ang to all the cake] * based 


fix the truth of his own office upon his undergoing the 


moſt ignominious treatment and cruel death; ſo dig he 
ſend out er his apoſtles upon the ſame footing.” 7 1His own. 
words are, Behold I ſend you forth a ſheep among 


wolves: Ye ſhall be tee by fathers, mothers, 


ſiſters, brethren: Ye ſhall be called before kings for 


my ſake, ſcourged in their ſynagogues, put to death, 
and ſo hated of all men, that he who killeth you awitt* 


think he doth God ſervice. Very ſtrange it is, that 


ſuch religion as their's ſhould produce ſuch an effet; 
but he fore-ſaw, and predicted it to them; theſe pre- 


diQtions they every where publiſhed ee they 


preached, and : theſe miſeries they were therefore as 


certainly to meet wih, as their preaching was true 5 


and they alſo told to their converts, that they ſhould 


experience the ſame, and it proved ſo; and yet, they 


not only undertook, but perſevered in this moſt difficult, 

rous, and unpramiſitgworky and: endured, in the 
ecution of it, fach- oppoſition, hatred, inffictions, 
as it is hard to think how human nature could riſque 
or any reſolution; enable them to bear them. Let the 
2 md — — arg NR 3 
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ing the goſpel, and he, will find this thoroughly ex- 

_ _  emphed:! And all this: diner by ithenmt, not to obtain 

1 any worldly advantage, but an-exceſs of miſery; and for 

the ſole purpoſe of turning men away from every vice to 

_ every kind ot virtue and to the practice of every dury which. 

can dor and perſe&t human nature; and render men 

; fir for the favour: of their all- holy God and that ever- 

laſting and inconceivable+happineſs which he hath crear-/ 

ed them for: A proceeding this which neuer could 

have ffowed ſcom any other ſbutce than ſuch an _ 
ref of n node them incapable of . 05g 
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: aner — but a' very ſevy of our ee for 
*_ + 8 
and had the learned Mr. Gib- 
| attenti fe — 
: bon gi ven a proper on to them, tew as . 
| are; we neter had been hurt, nor n e e 
A by the * N of bis bock. TY x3 a9 GJ 
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that the author 0 "it intended it to 
4 _ chriſtianity, entirely ; and yet, page 219, it is with him 
3 : A Pure, humble, and commiended religi 2 This is ve 
_ ry ſurpriſing, but poſſibly it may bh" accounted for. 
3 Pohbly he may ſuppoſe chriſtianity to be what Dr. 
Tindal would ſeem to make of it; a republication of 
| the religion of nature.; which, altho* Chriſt and his 
: apoſtles were afet of deceivers and profligate - liars; yet. 
have: they {given to the world id a _ more pe & 
manner, than any others ever did; have mia - 
ed with it, a great many falſehoods and — 15; ; 
aud what ie wort of all, have given men Wr 0 
5 beten as well a to hope b the iderleoninne bf it. 
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4215 The: religion en he! are mas. 
niſeſtiy condemned, and Merodotiu's Ae their 
circumeiſion preferred beine that of the e 
which cl ua, that Abrehan recsived it from God 
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or an author, confeſledly fabnlous in meny, inſſasces, 
it is eaſy to 1 There is nothing worthy. notice in 
the next page, only that. the abuſe of the Jewiſh reli - 


gion is taten from beaben Malice and ignorance, and = 


nat from the truth, 223, The miracles which he would 
| have aſqribed to the convenience of the Iſraelites, 
ſhould. have been ſet doumn for the good of mankind, 
for the manifeſting the true God, and his true religion 
and worſhip, which were then moſt miſerably miſta- 
ken by the whole world; thoſe only exxepted whom 
he had enlightened by his own law. The. r Pete 
credulity of the Jews. bas been enn by Dr. Watſon to 
be a miſiake; chriſtians, without abandoning their faith, 
are often tempted to diſtruſt, and murmur Again provi- 
dence.. But. beſides... the , Iſraelites, theſe great miracles | 
of Moſes, c muſt h ve been known to all the nati- 
ons around them, and have had a. very powerful effect 
to bring them hack to the true religion, and the know- 

; and worſhip of the one true God, from which 
they vm plas moſt hoeribly en. HB OMA | 3 


Cory 
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24, The Jewiſh blüchment was indy ebene! 
by a gond God, not for conqueſts; but for; the people's 
Gs The end-of all, true religion is virtue, and vir- 
tue ws promoted, but always. deſtroyed, by;con- 
queſts and large dominion-; and therefore, the Jews, 
altho a very numerous and powerful nation, were ner 
ver able to obtain a territory of any conſiderable ex- 
tent 3 and this was peculiarly,;the caſe whilſt thay were 
under God's more immediate government, by his Judges. 
"oo they worſhipped the one true God, and him 
_ and. with a ſervice ſuitable to. his ſpiritual and in- 
ite nature, akho' here repreſented in, an; indifferent 
light, woes ts them in reality, the-higheſt hn and The 


_ greateſt advantage. 2206, Chtiſtianity is here gonfeſſe 
de founded upon, and armed with the Jewiſh law ; 5 


| yet this Jaw e all lang condernned_ by. Ms Gibyons, - 


and from hence we..can.eafily diſcern what he, thinks, of 
this religion. The eternal, life .of, -gloryz; aſſured o 
rl VITTeOUS: ſon by the goſpel, warrantedzthe moſt 
| ardent; zeal ſor it; and Chriſbs command to his ol 
tles * Lk 85 * this I Eg xo 


proved that it eme how the almighty : 
God ; who can govern all creatures as he ples a — 
make ihe meaneſt inſtruments effect the greateſt purpo 

who would do every thing poſſible to benefit his — 
tures, and would moſt amply reward his faithful ſer- 
vants for any thing they had ſuffered __ — nceount, * 
"wu 16 GRE EDEW! 1 re n 


F 122 n 4 : 
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222 427, Mr. Gibbons's words are er privilege which 
| could "raiſe" the proſelyte © Earth to Heaven, or even 
gratify the ſecret pride, which under the ſemblance of | de- 
votion, - infinuates" itſelf init the human heart, was flill re- 
| ſerved for the members '« _ chriflian church. © unt 
a fault in Chriſtianity, th. men, b 
tian and pure life here, r 2 Heaven of pe 
pineſs hereafter; and aſſured thoſe who Were ſo 
pared, of obtaining this inconceivable bleſſi And 6 
it a fit epithet for chriſtian devotion, berauſe it b 
us into an intercourſe with the divine being? and 
_— us certain of being accepted by him, to call it 
| ation” of pride? Or can indeed that 
ets us proud, which tells us that our-only worth 
ariſes from another, and that we are in ourſelves, in- 
capable of any "acceſs 10 God, even in our very beſt . 
ſervices? What can this s notion of .--, 
on be? It we ate at all to pray, muſt" it not be in 
hopes ef being favourably heard; and if we can be 


Tore that we are ſo, muſt it not give us delight? 


L Chriſtianity has ſhewn us that we are” made for ever- 
liſting” happineſs; and that the | "means" to obtain this 
happineſs 1s virtue, and. chr is abundantly: prov- 
ed; ant therefore,” av/it ' muſt” be moſt virtuous to re- 
ceive, ſo moſt it be moſt criminal to reſec ſuch a re- 
Tigis [> an Tock a dle, d. this.” meinvhe 041214 
{vol are . A IETS am i e B ahν,ỹ 240 
we lein —— "Br to the Jew a matter 
of = ge emer and wecker of fodhs: 1 of 
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| tend with a maſter before it could be received. The 
here offered againſt chriſtianity,” are acknow- 
ledged to have met with a confutation: Bat this in ſuch 
+ a manner, as, in my opinion, to make them require 2 | 
p „ logs F Os 
Tur immtbiley of lp God FP as TE is no 
- argument for the immutability of their law. The di- 
a vine conſtitutions muſt be changed as the mutability _ 
| | ncies of that inconſtant creature man, ſhall 
| require. The religion of the patriarchs before Moſes, 
was à divine law, as much as that which Moſes him- 
ſelf gave; and yet his law made great alterations in it. 
All that could be wanted was ' a fufficiency for falvati- 
on, and this ſufficiency might be obtained by various 
inſtitutions, and different degrees of light. The great 
point of all was, along with this, properly to fore-ſhew 
and prepare men for the reception of a redeemer to 
come; and it might have been, it muſt have been, 
| moſt prejudicial to have the whole of the deſign at once 
opened; it muſt have prevented the completion of it. 
| God's providence is his infinite power, juſtice, wiſdom, . 
goodneſs, put into action; and it is moſt wickedly pre- 
ſumptuous for any' man to find fault with it, when, to 
have any proper underſtanding of the matter, the whole of 
the my with all the reaſons upon which he acts, muſt 
be made known to us; but man can never ſee any 
thing like this, a moſt inconſiderable part only can poſſibly 
be diſcovered by him, probably not one link of the chain 
in à thouſand; and it is a ſignal inftance of the divine 
contrivance, that he has enabled us men, at all, to ac- * 
count for his workings,” and vindicate them in fo * 5 
inne as we really can. 1 


Tar Nia ofthe x bnd Ia was more manifeſt ha 
the eſtabliſhment of i U_ The miracles wrought by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, were as great, a and out of all com- 
E. more numerous, than thoſe of Moſes and all 
5 phets put together; and the law itſelf, beſides 
s typical ſervices which pointed to chriſtianity, 
5 — as e the whole of their value from this future 
8 did, in 3 F ä thee ; 
| e 


es to give way to, and be ſuper ed by 8 
better covenant. Great caution was, however, neceſ- 
' farily to be uſed in this matter, leſt. it. ſhould give oc+ 

| cafjon to the Jews. to deſpiſe and caſt off this law be- 
fore. its time, (to which they were for — 
ſtrangely inclined,) which was in time to bring them to 


Chriſt, and the reſt of mankind along with them: * bs = 


Pages! deſign and the For end of the law. ene 


Tur . pc . it, ia no.progf 
of. its perpetuity. .. Theſe. were all Jews, and therefore, 
in conſcience, obliged. to keep it as long as it laſted ; and 
this was till our Saviour's dying, riſing again, aſce 
into Heaven, the immediate preſence of the father, and 
ſending down from hence the gifts of his holy ſpirit upon 
men, had fulfilled and abrogated the whole ritual part 
| of. the law. Modern diſcoveries. in the Hebrew have 
5 made it plain, that the moſt material. of its rites, were 

appoint: 093 ſhadow forth eee, in Chriſt... | 


4 * I Oo * 4 


Aru Ln gals ons 
given to the apoſtles; they. were not, for ſome time, able 


0e bear it; and if it had been given, they might, without 


incurring the charge of if Ang which is here laid 


upon them, have aQed as they. F'- oh They might yield 


to men's weakneſſes in innocent matters, rather than by 

* inſiſting upon them, to cut off many well-meaning, but 
deceived men, from all hope of falvation. This was 
the known practice of St. Paul. He conformed to the 
Jewiſh prejudices in ſome leſſer matters, to take away 
their offence againſt chriſtianity ; ; but when the _neceſ- 
ty of theſe was inſiſted upon, he. refuſed to conform, 
and utterly condemned and rejected them all. This 
was alſo the deciſion of the great council of Jeruſalem, : 
fo ſoon aſter Chriſt, that ſome of the apoſtles. affiſted 


in it; and as "certainly. as. Chrift ſent out his apoſtles 


to preach his religion, ſo certainl was the opinion of tl 
- Judaifing chriſtians. falſe, that it was ſtill. neceflary. to 
de eircumciſed, and to keep the law. Chriſt Fel, 
_ Fame; into. Ls e e whole 1 not 
MY 2 ooh? . 85 e 9799 Sid. FF may 
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he bath warned 


1 


one family only, or his own family more than any 
other: Father, mother, ſiſters, and drethrony « were oy 
5 who wn, 5 __ Ne N 
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& A cn E five next pages I think of no conſequence, | 
1 'but the 2324 is a laboured attempt, by the means 
of the antient Gnoſticks, to deftroy the Jewiſh. law; as 
by the means of this law, he had before er 5 
to deſtroy chriſtianity. - And as theſe arguments are not 
replied to by Dr. Watſon, but a reference made to 
others for the confutation of them, 1 ſhall, to ſave the 
readers trouble, W Lord ro a particular anfver to them. | 


"PeLrEALT was permitted, but not enjoined; 59 


this Jewiſh law 3 and our Saviour's argument that only = 


one woman was at firſt made for one man, when 
the world moſt needed population, was an unqueſtionable 
proof that God ſo intended it, and that it always ought 
to be ſo. David and Solomon were men, and therefore 
ſinners; hut the former of theſe an excellent man, tho? 
ſtill a ſinner. Men are made for à future life; it is the 
great end of their being, and when the religion and 
practice of any people become incurably wicked, and 
deſtructive of that end, it then becomes the Meine : 
goodneſs totally to deſtroy them, and eſpecially thoſe 
of them who are yet innocent; that ſo he may hinder 
others from being by them corrupted,” to their deftruc- 
tion; and by this paſt vengeance deter them from fol- 
lowing their wicked example.. And theſe reaſons are 
over and over again declared by Moſes, to be the cauſes 
of the Canaanites extirpation. The great governor of 
the world is not found fault with for ſending plagues, 
famines, and the moſt deſtructive wars, among men, to 
puniſh them for their * wickedneſs ; and how much bet- 
ter muſt it ſerve to this purpoſe, to make -profeſſedly _ 
- another” people the executioners of his vengeance,” whom” + 
| againſt theſe abominable crimes, and 
| cauſed to'infli& - this puniſhment upon them? A moſt 
5 * caution this to Heng? people N 85 


1 . 


F 
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and eſpecially to the propagators. of infidelity among 


us; for whenever the rejection of chriſtianity, and X 
| wickedneſs without fear becomes prevalent amon us, it 

will then be the caſe with us, as it was with the Canaan- 

ites, and at laſt with ths Jane . de we ns be 


. totally deſtroyed. | 


Tux Gnoſticks had the is ak 5 Ik them,'zs 
to bloody ſacrifices, and were as certainly wrong, in con- 
demning them before Chriſtianity, as Chriſtianity itſelf. 
is true; which yet they pretended to believe. Theſe 
ſacrifices clearly ſhewed, that ſome expiation, beſides 
the finner's repentance, was neceſſary to take away ſin ; 
and that ſin was fo exceſſively. odious to the Divine 
Being, that it could not be expiated, but by the greateſt, _ 
poſſible puniſhment to the oblation, even the death of it. 
And the "Tewiſh law, . beſides, by making this ſacrifice an 
expiation for ſin, and ſo to fave the life of the ſinner,, 
did manifeſt, that a. vicarious puniſhment ſhould be ac- 
CcCeepted for him; and thus pointed out, and prepared the 
world, for the receiving that ſtupendous atonement, 
which was to be made in due time, for the ſins of all 
mankind, by the death of the Son of God; and thereby 
| fitted men for the embracing that religion, which was 
1 dio be founded upon it, when it ſhould he preached to the 
MW world; and which, without this previous preparation, 
5 we may. certainly conclude, would never have been em- : 
E | braced by it. Theſe were certainly the ends of bloody, | 
 Þ . ſacrifices; although, it muſt be confeſſed, that all the 
„ SGiegntiles, and the generality, of the Jews, 1521 Tor *. 5 
= "op ne; before, bt all juſt notion ink them. | 


_  - true, that the Moſaick hn 83 upon tem- 
ä 5 you -promiſes,. the . promiſes of the land of Canaan, 
_ and proſperity in it; but theſe were underſtood by the 
_ virtuous among them, as intended to ſhew forth an inſi - 
nitely better life in, the world to come. And if theſe. | 
; retribntions, abſiracted from this latter expeQation, be 
inſufficient to combat with the outrageous appetites al. 
. paſſions of men, when adminiſtered. by human weakneſs 
and ignorance, as they confeſſedly are, yet muſt I'4 
als a much more ä n hen * _ 


"Hos 


„„ 


pen who can neither be rafited 
or erbse ; and more eſpecially, as he had by many, 
the moſt ſevere puniſhments, manifeſted his great dif- 
| Pleaſure to ſin, and vengeance againſt it; and had be- 
fides, in his law, given ſo many hints of a future life, 
and a juſt retribution in it: By theſe means muſt the 
temporal ſanctions of the law have had a very powerful 
effect upon the Jews ; certainly, a much more powerful 
effect, than that to Which our infidels are all endeavour- 
ing to reduce us; who neither allow any future life, nor 
a moral governor of the world, nor any regard in him 
to the behaviour of any man. An important matter this, 
well worthy of theſe gentlemen's'moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion, who yet blame the Jewiſh law for its-deficiency in 
this matter, when they themſelves are beehren 
reduce | the worlds 3 worſe 1 1 36-20 
3 22 ty {64 F 1 93 5 2411 2 1 32 A 
lr is alſo to be added, that the moſt merciful N 
of the world, rl certainly treat theſe comparatively 
notant men with & greater lenity; and upon eaſier terms 
f' acceptanc&than tlie others, to whom he has comu- 
nicated a greater degree of knowledge; and more pow— 
erful mori ves of obedience, and ſo the goſpel tells us it 
fall be: The times of this ignorance God winked at. 
If nothing, however; of better information had been 
giver to the Jews, they would not have been left in a 
_ worſ& condition than the reſt of mankind, who were to 
be ſaved a well ac they; but even we can, in our 


| weakneſs, diſcover ſome probable reaſons, why a future 


tithes 


le or jun retribution; 05 not yet thoroughly — 
aud a tcertafbed es menkind: mtgely, that till Ohriſt 
had by dis death, made atonement for the ſins of- the 
und by bis reſürre tion“ and aſeelſion into hea- 
Fenz ad AE Meer dv G Bie eth obedient oi bart. 
unt, had 'Prociited us an entrance intdò this place of 
_ everlaſting bliſs,” it might carry with it too great an en- 
tenuation of Mio Hin, (che hernoufneſs of which; 
it büſtteſs of all trüe religion te manifeſt and 
SSgravute) to make the blood of a beaſt-expiate ſin, and 
procure pardon and ſalvation to the firiner; and this in the 
| 2 manſion, and happineſs, of an all holy and juſt 
Jod. rh to have 9 that FRG a” 
: _—. 


_ 
- ws) 


adde maniſeſi to, hem and, ei othexs, he, man d 
wie cught ta ice and be joined £9. verb. other. © Ang, 8s 
due ant of this gib in Adam, was g,perpetus! 

of ahis tranſa Sen as long as Adam Eyed, ſ% Ws hs 
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- that they; were, the firſt man and -wpman,; and that they 
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happineſs, would be at once to deſtroy that whole {4 hay 
_ of .rederoption which the divine wiſdom, .holineſs, good- 
neſs, had planned for the ſalvation of the world; and-all'trus 
_ religion, ebnſcquent of Adam's fall. And to have o penly 
2. that this ſhould be brought to paſs, by eee, her 5 
- dence and death of the Son of God, muſt certainly bave 
- prevented. the completion of the deſign; for then, nei - 
ther would the Jews have n e nat * 


= have teropted them 0 it. Sx 211 Son N 2 


ef. 6 Re Wet -3200 21G of. jo Tom: ort & 
Ir is not true, that eternal damnation. came N . 
men by he fell of Adam. The gtonement made bß 


| 2 (be ie dhe. Jumb [ſlain from the fqundation of the 


© worlds}: extends 40: all. mankind, Whether living before, 


Or after him; and will, certainly; ſave all thoſe v ho 


up to the beſt light they could have. If God at all 
_ ſpeaks to men, it muſt be in 2 manner intelligible to 
them; and therefore, in giving an account of his creat- 
ing the world, he myſt expreſs himſelf as workings, a: 
.  Giniſhing his werk in fax days, as.ceavng from it, as refl-. 


ing, aud being refreſhed on the ſeventh. Bot bene. 


"ure. and; reaſon: tell us, that we-are.tp:remove. all fim 
Feen _ 4heſe. words when appfied uo him; (and. 
i i well known, that Moſes's deſcriguon pf this matter | 
is ſo juſt and: noble, us to have gained. him an univerſal 
admiration. And it is alſo to be:gbſerved; that at the 
very time he uſes theſe expreſſions f geſting, being re- 
- frelhetl,. dec. he jllsu14.God only oaks 99 the.thivg 

5 The formation of. E oh ot 
Aas rib, 8s necallary tu make them., both. and al 
mankind, who were nig deſcend fam them, one fleſn 
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HE placing this pair at firſt” in à gut 
übe to gro every plant which was nc: ot 97 ock 
ſight or ſmell, was a proper means to make them, at 
- onee, acquaintec with every production of nature, and | 
thereby render them more fenfible of, and thankful for; - Þ 
the divine goodnefs; as was likewiſe the bringing all the I 'I 
ammals before Adam, that he mi ht view and A .- - I 
them; who, by being able to do this with ſuch juſtice, 
that their creator himſelf approved of his names, clearly 
minifeſts the wonderful Neree ne of man before his 
fall, and the prodigious degradation to which this fall has 
reduced him. The probiditing them only the fruit of” 
one tree, out of the prodigious profuſion which abounds ' 
throughout all the world,” namely, of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, was 4 pofitive command, 
and fuch only could be given them in their ſtate of inno- 
cence and virtue; but this was entirely proper to keep 
them ever mindfel of their God, and his Sovernment 
cover them, and theif abſofute dependence upon him; as 
alſo, we muy be ſure to give them in that ſtate, the pro- | 
bation” which was moſt neceſſary and proper for the” 
g them up to virtue; and thereby ſecuring to them 
at the laſt, that perfect happineſs, which their good GG  _. 
yy and created them” for. And Here it may net 
be amiſd to mention another inſtance of the Creators 
care to-impreſs! 4 deep ſenſe of hs dependence upom 
Adam's mind. Eve was not formed, till after he had 
viewed every animal; And ſeen ther in | pairs, and in | 
J and how maſt he have been affe Sed, to h — 
foand chimſetf, who/'the most of al wanted; and e ðͤ | 
the den fitted for ſociety totally detnc er 1s The Af 
hole world muſt Then Bade appeared's deſert to Hm, wx 
and Rave made bin dee, Bg for) anck eat Ee . 
his God, to give him ki Ig flucht wanted non; 
and this with ſuch u pming after it, ac migiit &. 1 
nin into“ that flumber 62 trance, wherein the ih Wl © +": ll 
J all- the rights of — 
> evefledutw Rim. And when by is inſtän ce 5 1 
1 # many ethersg he was made duly f ſenfible of h © 
e ee God, befiold his wife is pfeſenteck to 


taken bit of him, Ewe formed, I is 
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his vieh, all perfect, ot öf the hands öf ets pet 
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Abs ſoul, than ever any of that moſt beautiful * 
ever was. Here had he an equal cauſe given him, both 
for bumility. and thankfulneſs. The Devil, who. was a 
lar and a murderer from the beginning, ſpoke in the 
body of the ſerpent, but pretended that he both reaſoned . | 
and talked by the virtue of this forbidden fruit, which 
be eat before the woman, and thereby enſnared her and, 
Adam; and it would bave been to their everlaſting ruin, 
had not the mercy of God interpoſed to ſave them. 
Numberleſs poſſeſſions of this kind, and even of men, 
to ſhew how man at firſt fell, are recorded in the goſpel, t 
"® whoſe n the .devils. ſpoke and en. . 
8 fall of. Adam 1 ompre in 19 25 fall 5 
'of all. kind is indeed a very difficult ſubject to ſpeak. 
of z but in a matter of ſuch exceeding; height and .diffi-. 
_  culty; it ought. not to be any argument againſt it; that. 
ve could not at all account for this providence, | 
it is one of the moſt ſtupendous, itſelf, in truth the mak, 
_ high, and ſtupendous of all the workings. of this one inſi- 
nite being, who is higher than the heavens above us, and 
muſt infinitely tranſcend: the reach of all the higheſt crea - 
mer, till be Timſel ſhall be. pleaſed ta. open and _— 
5 of the matter. But e 
to mn, and with a 3 co of this, wem 
1 come to ſome knowledge of, this ene. 
: ' 5000 n n mb £ 
Tas end of . + creating W moſt 
ee y.to ate happineſs; this end mult rin - 
Apally be obtained by his akin ſunſet more knowns 
| who's periecd, and mult, ever be glorified by, | 
all his works, and fill, All. che bigheſt faculties, of his, 
5 tur With. the greateſt delight; and thsſe 
. works ſhall beſt anſwer. 12 dee which, ar made 
With ſuch 3 variety, Yu ſhall in their nl eta 
more of his power, wiſdom „ goodneſs f and: trul Vn 
gerkul is chat marier of every. kind, which. We expeſiangs, 
in this our, litile world. And, as; in gug..worls, - 
_ tainly, in chers, 48 well as, in ours zend the different 
- eglours, and, ſizes:of, the ſeveral plapets in ouc ſyſtems, 
make it plain, e — gone ſo in tbem, We,are: 
en o cbm — . 
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e and, as in the ode, ſo in the anti oth. 
as in the creatures, ſo in the providences by which they 
ſhall be governed and conducted to their happineſs. It 
was the'eternal-purpoſe: of God, to redeem man by Jeſus 

Chriſt; man's fall was therefore foreſeen, and permitted 

to be brought about by the malice of the devil; and, 
certainly, becauſe the divine wiſdom and goodneſs: had 
determined to provide a remedy for the miſchiefs of it; 
which ſhould at once, do the moſt honour to himſelf, 
and benefit to all his creatures. Becauſe it ſhould open 
his nature and beneficence in the moſt aſtoniſhing. in- 
ſtances, and a this. ene f. ann of the 
greateſt Wo > . 4 3 1 * 4 


n d at r ts 5 966.5 
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happy we muſt be virtuous, and to be complete in hap- 
pineſs, we muſt be entire in virtue; and experience along 
with theſe equally. manifeſts, that we cannot have this 
unfailing virtue, but through the exerciſe and habit of a2 
previous probation. The moſt ſtrengthening of all pro- 
bations _ undoubtedly be the experiencing the miſery 
of ſin, without being undone by the evil of it; and, 
therefore, has the infinite wiſdom of the Divine Being, a 
and his goodneſs to his creatures, contrived a way to give | 
man this maſt neceſſary. and uſeful probation ; and this by 
the moſt aſtoniſhing providers nk 0 een 17 0 ever 
1 POE? on, afford, . } Vt EET Ss a 1 
As allo men were permitted to al b 5 the SNL 1 
fault of one man, ſo was it fitting, and, indeed, abſolutelyß 
neceſſary, that he ſhould be redeemed by the ſtrength 
and virtue of another; and therefore was mankind ſuf- 
* to come into ſuch e My. the ſin. of 159 as 


noyr to . " for = has Thatch given them the moſt 4 


advantageous, probation, and ſhewn himſelf in the moſt 
2 and glorious. light... I am confident, that theſe 


axe n rang 10 ee if they. be, 
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we 
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To the- 3 1 1 of the Jews: belog liable to 

pas and error, capricious in his favour, implacable in 
his reſentments, meanly-jealous of his own ſuperſtitious 
worſhip, and confining his partial providence to a ſingle 
people and this tranſitory life, I need only, after what 
has been already faid, obſerve, that whenever his ow 
creatures change in their behaviour to him, their-g 
governor muſt, in his affections to them; that his . 
rence of vice is the greateſt that can be, beeauſe moſt 
contrary to his own nature, and deſtructive of all happi- 
| neſs; and that the welfare of the whole world requires 
him-to manifeſt the moſt dreadful deteſtation of it; that 
he is jealous of his own worſhip, becauſe it is the firſt 
and moſt important of all duties; and that it is a moſt 
palpable and ſtrange miſtake, to make him cenfine his 
providenee io the Jews, when the ſcriptures,” by ſo many 
and ſevere inſtances ſhew, that he extended it alſo to: the 
_ Gentiles: | And, as to the laſt charge, that of his c 


the Jews for his on —_— and leaving the heathens 


to themſelves, I reply, that when we have a hiſtory of 
Soc moral government of the world ſo well authenti- 
cated as that of the Old Teſtament, it muſt be moſt 
preſumptuous and te in any man, to find fault with 
this diſpenſation upon his own'fooliſh/ conjecture. The 
one all-wiſe Being may have many and the beſt reaſons 
for acting in ſuch a manner, although every one ef them 
ſhould he undiſcoverable by us z and they ſhovld, in our 
weak eyes, all of them ſeem contrary to Wim and 
goodneſs, and even to juſtice itſelf. But this is not the 
caſe here, we can diſcern many reaſons for his leavin 

the hezthens to themfelves, and taking the Jews into ks | 
_ peculiar protection and PREY e Revealing him- 
n 85 8 22 5 to 8 8 8 22 . = P 


to e he 120 MRI Setcktion = man Aer left 
to himſelf; and to manifeſt the abfolute neceſſity, both of 
a redeemer and of a revelation, whereby, not only to 
e for Gar * ne in nene und the 

; „ 1 een 
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virtuous means neceſſary to our future Abend 17 which 
 meceſlity Mr. Gibbons knows. to be even now denied by 
many of our people. And then, by God's: winking at, 
and making proper allowances for their almoſt invincible 


ignorance, this ignorance might be as profitable, or more 
| fo, to their ſalvation, than a greater degree of light and 


knowledge. But, as the leaving the whole earth in ſuch - 
exceſſive darkneſs, might cauſe them to degenerate fo far 
as would be deſtructive of all virtue and happineſs, and as 
the chuſing one people to himſelf, and inſtructing them 
in his true religion and virtue, and making it known that 


he did himſelf govern alt things, and would not: only re- 


| = the virtuous, but alſo puniſh the wicked, as by 
theſe means, he ſhould do the more good to thee, keep 
the others to more knowledge and better obedience, and 
give himſelf an opportunity of reclaiming the reſt when- 


ever he ſhould'think fit; and as this would require ſach 


providences not otherwiſe to be introduced, as would be 


peculiarly honourable to himſelf, and beneficial to his 


creatures; and more eſpecially, as this particular law 
ſhould foreſhew and keep-up the expectation of that won- 
derſul redeemer, who was not immediately, but in the 

fulneſs of time, to come into and ſave the world; ſo, for 
theſe reaſons, and, to be ſure, infinite others unknown to 
ds, was it equally wiſe and good in the Creator and go- 
vernor of all things to leave the heathens thus far to them 
ſelves, and take to himſelf the Jews for his peculiar peo- 
ple. Aud here we can certainly ſee, that the very ſtub- 
bornneſs and rebellions of this nation were of peculiar 
ſervice to the world; as by God's ſo ſeverely puniſhing 
them for their Wiens he demonſtrated the falſehood 
of that antient deſtructive opinion of all the philoſophers, 

and this modern one of all our unbelievers, that the God 
of the world cannot hurt or make miſerable any of his 
creatures. But I might have cut ſhort this defenee; for, 
let the deiſts ſay what they will, they muſt either acknow- 
ledge polytheiſm to be a true religion, or confeſs: that 
God did revenl ds to: the 225 and to the Jews 
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theſe ſelf-ſufficient: hereticks, without having 0 to 


any allegory, whoſe particular tenets were ſo unreaſon- 


able and ill-founded, that, were I to repeat them, they 
would appear rather to deſerve ihe name of mad men, 


than that of knowers, which they moſt arrogantiy aſ- 


ſumed to themſelves. And if the primitive chriſtians 


did give a little into allegory, this is certainly io be en- 
cuſed by Mr. Gibbons, who knows that the philoſophers 
| were:compelled to allegorize the whole of the heathen 


religion, in order to make any defence at all for it, 
and this with ſuch a force and abſurdity, kde it yu 
them a ridicule 0 ſome 1 their own . 


rat coredie'” theie! ee aſt PER ed cor- 


cl the ſcriptures deſerves, is manifeſt from hence, 
that chriſtianity | is as certainly founded 'upon Judaiſm, 
as chriſtianity is true; and yet all theſe Gnoſticks con- 
demned and rejected that religion. Tertullian tells us, 
that the hereticks of his time were wont to make the 


ſame falſe charge againſt the church; but he confutes 
them, by appealing to all the great jm Founded 
and taught by the apoſtles; which, by all agreeing in 
one doctrine, and this doctrine neee to that of 
the ſcriptures, demonſtrated that this was the true faith, 


and not that which thoſe people ſet up in oppoſition 


to it. And it is manifeſt, that the many diſfentione 

which were among the chriſtians themſelves, and which 
made them à continual watch upon each other; the 

num berleſs copies taken, and every where ſpread abroad, 15 

of the ſcriptures; and the many tranſlations made of, 

and quotations taken from them, muſt have rendeted all 

| _ and OA goon ver of: _ e n. 
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Mfr fare ils, Han Alto): theſes Age diſ- 
1 805 the peace of the church, they did not retard, but 
e the progreſs of it. But our ſaviour was of a 

ery different opinion, and ſo was another perſon too, 
don! at all deficient in cunning. Chriſt tells us, it was the 


devil who ſowed tears among his good ſeed of the word: 


and did he this indeed to ſerve chriſtianity ?- Does not 


Mr. Gibbons" er that 'the . of his W 
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2s well as the papiſts, make the uncertainty of the 8 
tures ſenſe, and the chriſtian diſſentions about it, an ar- 
|  gument againſt, ogg, religion. Can it be denied, that 
the papiſts did, by kheſe means, put a ſtop to the re- 
5 formation, which otherwiſe threatened to annihilate the 
RKRomiſh church; and that they. have ever ſince been en- 
deavouring 10 deſtroy, our's, by the ſame. means; and 
did, for a time, accompliſh. its ruin, in the reign of 
Charles the 1ſt. and is it any adequate advantage, that 
2 diſſenter is now and then gained over to Five ares 
a was the caſe with Auguſtine . RY 
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540 E 238. We 1 5 8 a 1 . upon 
the primitive chriſtians, for their notion of evil 
eee devils, and their ſuppoſing them to be the 
authors of idolatry; but, if they belie ved the ſcriptures, 
they muſt have believed this, for what thinks he of 
theſe, paſſages, and numberleſs others which might be 
produced ? He was a liar and a murderer, from the be- 
ginning, the devil entered into Judas, the Gentiles ſa- 
crificed . to devils, and not unto God; all theſe will 
I give thee if thou wilt fall down and worſhip me; and 
of the numberleſs poſſeſſions recorded in the New Teſta- 
ment ? It may ſeem ſtrange and unaccountable to us, 
as it did to lord Bolingbrooke, that ſuch evil ehr : 
ſhould | be. ſuffered in the world by. a. good. God; : 
this only ſhews us how little able we ate to Judge, 154 ; 
the divine ways. Nothing. but the malice of theſe im- 
pure ſpirits, could have inſpired the impure, cruel, and 
murderous, idolatry practiced by the heathens ; and we 
find many of that caſt... ſtill among men. "Many. pow- 
erful tyrants, who deſolate whole nations by all the ra- 
pines and cruelty of bloody and unjuſt, wars; and ma- 


ny who are more pernicious than they; many Who em- 


ploy the whole of their great abilities, to, deſtroy all re- 
: ligion,, and conſequently,; all. happineſs; either, here or 
f hereafter, and reduce, even this world, to hell of 
9 85 But this diſbelief. of e is a e part 
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ſuper men, could yet, , by their wickedneſs, be 86 
Joſt' to all virtue and 118 z it might be, it muſt be 
fo, with men 'likewife ; and then would be room 
for thoſe fears in the hearts of 'profligates, which — = 
the great end of our infidelity” totally to expet. 
| Here it is to be obſerved, that our modern is al ge 
againſt their own ſcriptures ; ; namely, the opinions of 
the philoſophers, in this matter; for they, with the 
_ Chriſtians, all acknowledged the realty of theſe evil 'be- 
ings which our anos of ons” na alt ny and ri 


. 


As to the erhat caution "nf the chriſtians not to join 
in any of the heathen idolatries, they had abundant rea- 
ſons for it. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him ' only ſhalt thou ferve, was to them the firſt and 

teſt of all commandments; and therefore ought to 

E the moſt ſtrialy obſerved. ' But here I cannot help 
exprefling my aſtoniſhment at Mr. Gibbons's making the 
want of intercourſe between them and the heathens, 
which this muſt neceſſarily occaſion, the firſt of his 
| cauſes for the growth of chriſtianity, when it was fo 
manifeſtly fitted to obſtruct or totalfy deſtroy it. That 
it contributed to its preſervation, cannot, I think, be de- 
denied; for had the chriſtians joined themſelves to the 
| heathen worſhip, it muſt, in my opinion, have hurt or 
annihilated their religion; biit, altho* this was a neceſ- 
 fary means of preſerving chriſtianity, it cannot be ſet 
down for the farthering its growth, but by ſuch a far- 
fetched and indirect inference, that 1 am confident Mr. 
Gibbons Ag inſiſt en it. e 


Tur af of his ſecondary daſs 1 is, . Serbe ef i 
: the ſoul's immortality. He ſeems, a few "before, 
to believe this future immortality, and a 2 retributi- 
on in it; yet, here he attributes the reception of them 
in the entern countries to an eſtabliſhed prieſthood, ; 
which employed the motives of virtue as an inſtrument 
of ambition: But certainly he might have diſcovered 4 
better reaſon for this moſt important belief: He might 
have founded it upon a notion ſo natural to man, that 
5 TT 8 0 8 over the 15 le "world, and 


1 even 
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even in the moſt barbarous nations; and pies: un in- 
tercourſe in the eaſt, with the patriarchs and Jews, who 
all expected this future exiſtence, who had many hints 
bor it in the vritings of Moſes, and open declarations of 
it in ibe pſalm and the prophets; and in the bock of 
Job (at leaſt as ancient as any of the ſcriptures); a proba- 
dle reaſon was given why it was not entruſted to the here- 
ditary prieſthood of Aaron. But this is only an objection 
aàgninſt providence, which ought never to be made; be- 
cauſe we cat! never judge of this matter with any pro— 
priety, till we can, and do, ſee all the reaſons upon 
Which the Divine Being acted; which is 3 3 | 
wenns wen, or. e 10 pere e. 5 5 72 
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246.7 He albert tha e Jewsz from Moſes is 
dee from the captivity of Babylon, did not be. 
lie ve the ſoul's immortality, altho' he had before ac- 
knowledged that many expreſſions in the prophets did 
indicate ſuch. And here I will return an anſwer to 
that objection againſt the Jewiſh law, that it was 
founded upon temporal promiſes, and gave no notion 
of a future life; which, that I might take in the whole 
of the matter a one vows: rer reſerve to this place. 
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8 8 true 85 Moſes 4 found [his law upon vin 
poral ptornifss 3 but theſe promiſes intended to reach 
pond: this prefent world; and he has therefore; 
in his writings, given us many hints which are deci- 
ſive for a future life. That Adam was not to die if he 
did not tranſgreſs, and when he did tranfgreſs, and muſt 
experienoe a temporal death, that yet his feed was to- 
tally to conquer his enemy; which would neither 
have been done, nor prove a comfort to him, unleſs 
death was to be conquered like wiſe; that he was cer- 
tainly to die for his ſin, and yet am atonement made by 
ſacraſice for it, and accepted by God; and that he called 
his wife's name Eve, in = RE life, becauſe ſhe was to be 
the mother of all living, rather of all life, or of him 
who was life ; that righteous" Abel was killed becauſe 
he was vighteous, and his ſacrifice" accepted by God 
that Enoch was taken away becauſe he " walked 1 e 
- 0 and er God, who alſo left a p | 


„ 


for ved to the ne, of God's coming in another 


life to judge the wicked ; that God ſtiled himſelf the 
God of Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, ſome hundred of 
years aſter the death of them, which phraſe ſhewed 


them toche ſtill in being, and he the ee. to 


them; and this too by the name of Elahim, which is 


covenanters by an oath or curſe, and this oath certain- 
y to redeem man. Theſe things did -abundantly prove 


a future exiſtence, and that of retribution from the 


3 of Moſes alone. And, beſides the many de- 


clarations for this future hope; in the pſalms and pro- 
phets, we have Elijah and EJiſha raiſing the dead, and the 
former of theſe viſibly aſcending into Heaven, to confirm 
this hope. And we know likewiſe, from the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, that it was the very intention of the 
Jewiſh tabernacle and temple, and the moſt ſolemn; ſer- 


vice of them, to ſhadow. forth our entrance into a 


Heaven of the higheſt happineſs, by the atonement which 
our great high prieſt and redeemer, was gene er of 
himſelf jg the fins of: . whole worldq. 
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dies contrary to Mr. Gibbons's aſſertion; and ſo it 


is undeniably proved to every chriſtian, by St. Paul 


2 13, And confeſſed that they were ſtrangers 


and pilgrims upon eatth. 14. For they that ſay ſuch 


nee eonfeſs plainly that they ſeek another country. 


16. A bettet country, that is a heavenly. 32. For the 


time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barach, and 

Sampſon and Jeptha, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 
39. And theſe all having obtained a "Oe TO 12 
5 re ann not Fre promiſe. e 
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of life and immortality d is dictated by nature, appfov- 


ed by reaſon, and confirmed by the example and autho - 
ritynof Cbriſt; for if any truth be in any of theſe 
matters, and more eſpecially in el ledger of them 
Cgriſtianit) is truth s and Whether it were or not, if 
ſuch @ future life be received, it is maniſeſt; that wick- 
3 2 ang gk erage, of itiz and then 
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the certain ianity gives. us of 
this future life, ps: our ſalvation in it, will take away 
all prejudice againſt this pure religion, and then it _ 
be as en, it _ be MN ch er AER 


— 


1 HAT the ac: of Chriſt's e eee 
ing to judgment, was not juſtly founded upon ſcripture, 
has been made certain by Dr. Watſon; I will however, 
add for the farther clearing of this matter, that every 
one acquainted with the expoſition of the propheſies, 
knows, that there is à figurative, as well as a litetal 
meaning intended in them. Sir Iſaac Newton has 
particular treatiſe upon this head, and that ſun, moon, 
ſtars, heavens, and earth, and ſeas, &c. ſignify kings, 
rulers, nations, people's civil policies; that in this 

ſenſe, our ſaviour's prophecy of the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, was all fulfilled in that generation; altho' in the 
literal ſenſe, it ſhall not be till the end of this world. 

St. Paul has convinced us as well as 1 7 RE 1 

BY was not. to be in his ne 2 Tune ii. . be ei 
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45 129 „Tus 3 os the chilling is aa t 

1 cleared by Dr. Watſon, that I ſhall ſay no more 
— it, than that it is very ſtrange in Mr. Gibbons, tio 
| make the joys of a future earthly habitation, have 
2 force to promote chriſtianity, than the joys of 


's own habitation, and an heaven of unutterable 


bliſs; and this too, when none but martyrs were to 
partake of them. It is alſo ſurpriſing to "_ e the chriſ- 
tians threatening damnation to the heathens, à principal 
motive of their converſion, when theſe could hardly - 
have any. intercourſe: with the others, when they and 

their religion; were ſo hated and deſpiſed by them; 
when all retribution was denied by all their philoſo- 
phers; and when it was by this converſion, abſolutely re- 


quired, that they ſhould abandon every vice, and-live . 


the moſt careful and virtuous lives in every inſtance 
afterwards; and this too under a more ſevere and cet- 
tain ruin fot their being chriſtians, if they did notas 
and when too, we experience that theſe are the very 


ee eee ee +: thils: ſevere lives which | 85 
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make ſo many besthens among us chriſtians, at this 
day. The double ſenſe of the propheſies, explains all 
_ theſe expreſſions of the precious ſtones with which the 
new Jeruſalem was to be built, upon Which this gen- 
-0"_ ge with ſo ou an eee e 


ans to wo conflegration- . Roms, SY Pg ae 
— his attributing our ſenſe of the former to our 
prejudices againſt: popery, I muſt. ſay, that either he 
has not read the late proteſtant writers upon this ſub- 
jedt, or elſe he has a moſt unjuſt partiality to that cor- 
rupted, idolatrous, and bloody church; but this is not 
the only inſtance in * 1 ue n the e fax 
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Pet His 34 eat of chviſtiaginy's gromb, is the 
| miraculous POWens: of the ber chriſtians. 


3 fayss. e 8 W ity ſuſpended i of 
nature for the benefit | of er Sexe : be it fo then; but it 
was becauſe religion is the happineſs of thoſe creatures 
for wboſe benefit theſe laws were inſtituted: - He quotes 
- Irengeus for ſaying, the knowledge of foreign languages, 
 _ cormimunicated to others, was not ſo to him when 
he preached the goſpel to the [natives of Spain: but 
be ought to have known, that this is an impoſition put 
upon the reader and him, by Dr. Middleton; for Irenwus 
ſays no ſuch thing. Theophilus was right i in not un- 
dertaking to raiſe a dead man for the conviction of a 
noble Greek. It was the Divine Being who was to work 
the miracle, and he might ſind cauſe to refuſe it, -altho* 
to men it might ſeem ever ſo proper. The apoſtles 
themſelves could only work miracles when the all- 
knowing ſpirit of God urged them to it. Chriſt Jeſus 
would not gratify Herod with! the ſight of one miracle, 
altho' it might have ſaved his life. His account of the 
chriſtian inſpiration is ſo certainly falſe, that the only 
thing to be ſaid in his vindication, is, that he never exa- 
mined the matter, but truſted to Dr. Middleton, with- 
out reading the anſwers given to his book; which, to 
ſpeak the truth of it, is wrote with a ptejudice and dif- 
at that. * . moſt Gigraceful: to. he'd cauſe, 


-or 


tn) 


or to any author. Let any one but read over 1 Cor: 
14th chap. and he will ſee that the chriſtian inſpiration 
vas the fartheſt in thè world from being an unreaſonable 
furor or madneſs ; for ver. 32. The ſpirits of 875 pro- 
i Phets were ſubjeQ to the e N 9 ng 188 
lr this Dr. Mere esse ir the PETE CDS E-1 he has 
| treated the primitive fathers, whom he fo ſeverely con- 
demns for ſome erroneous reaſonings, and, as he will 
have it, miſrepreſentation of facts, that they are not to 
be credited in any thing about religion; his own cha- 
raQer would ſuffer a great deal more than their's has 
done, by this kind of treatment. This gentleman makes 
uſe of a great artifice and difingenuity to difcredit 
the miracles of the primitive chriſtians; and has inſerted 
ſome paſſages in his book which equally diſcredit alt 
miracles in general; which paſſages, tho? often called 
upon, he would hever retract: This gentleman did, in 
like manner, publifh a book againſt prophecy,” by which 
he rendered that proof of our religion equally nugatory | 
and ridiculous, and thereby deſtroyed "the two great 
foundations of chriſtianity ; and yet this author held to 
his death an eccleſiaſtical preferment in our chriſtian 
| _ and was very angry to the laſt, that he could 
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Tarent apology was written to „ * 
rates, upon their perſecution of the chriſtians, and 
it is hard to think that he would put the defence of 
his cauſe upon a certain impoſture. His words are, 
e things, and give you 4 demonſtration from | 
_ fats, that and the demons are the ſame. Les 
| « Denon by be rought into court, and the "ſpirit which 
pai him be demanded by any chriftiai to declare what 
be 1s, and he ſhall as truly confeſs himſelf'to be 4 devil, 
as be did before falſely pretend to he 4 Gad. If all theſe 
. not declare Hos I in court to be atvili, net during tn 
le iu the preſence of | a chriſtian, that chri iftian is willing io 
be taken for a cheat, and to anſwer. far it in his'own blood. 
It is to be obſerved; that all this was to be done ina 
ee d 


1 


ſelves; and therefore certainly known by them, and 
nuable to the moſt careful inſpection, and where too all 
power was in their hands; and there could there- 
fore be no poſſibility of a chriſtian juggle: And now let 
any one judge whether that perſon could be right in 
his ſenſes who would place his religion, comfort, life, 
and the lives of all of his profeſſion, upon ſuch a de- 
fence; if this defence were really falſe and an impoſture. 
But, leſt this proof ſhould be thrown. off by a refe- 
_ rence to Dr. Middleton's free enquiry, I ſhall, for this 
ere ns an examination of his; Wee upon this 


10 fo that the ein were W too poor to 
Mo a ſufficient number of their apologies tranſcribed, 
when ſo very few. of. them would have ſerved this 
purpoſe, wh they were ſo numerous in Bethynia long 
before this, as almoſt to annihilate the heathen worſhip, 
by Pliny's confeſſion; when T ertulliap himſelf aſſerts 
the ſenate, the army, &c. to be all full of them; and 
Cyprian did, not long after this, and in this very place, 

raiſe above 800 pounds at once, for the redemption 0)! 

chriſtian captives; and Mr. Gibbons owns, they did 

then make up a+ tenth part of the city of Carthage : 

To ſay that the heathen magiſtrates did not think it 

worth their while to enquire into theſe matters, when 

| Pliny did put two women to the rack for this purpoſe, 
and theſe magiſtrates were every day examining, impri- 
ſoning, torturing, baniſhing, confiſcating the goods of, 
and putting the chriſtians to the 'moſt cruel deaths, for 
- their faith: To ſay that the chriſtians had then a par- 
ticular order of men to take care of, and inſtru& and 
cure theſe poſſeſſed people, and lodgings i in their churches 
provided for them; when they were but now ſo poor 
as not to get a. ſew books. tranſcribed for the ſaving 


S 


| | theif lives and fortunes ; when he has not any. autho- 


_ rity for ſuch a Fagpaſrtion, at that time, but many a- 
5 gainſt it, as may be ſeen in Mr. Bingham' 8 cheiflian 
- antiquities ; and we may be. ſure the . heathen. magiſ- 


7 trates would never. ſuffer any of thoſe. to be brought 


into examination, nor could the chriſtians. be able. to 
1d ſupport them ; all. T6 tay. ſuch things in 


con utation FS 
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eeafutatibn of Tertullian's Saulen and of almoſt all 

the other chriſtian writers before and after him, and 
bc Middleton ſays them all, ſpeaks not any fairneſs of 
mind, the deepeſt and moſt rancourous prejudice. 
— here I will adviſe Mr. Gibbons not to follow Mr. 
Voltaire, as he here has the Dr. in his future hiſtory, 
when he comes to the worſhip of images in the 
chriſtian church; becauſe this great genius's account of 
this matter is totally copied from Baronius; and where 
the intereſt of the Roman church is concerned, there 
cannot be a more partial and unjuſt bn * _ | 
oy oe and e cardinal. | 


2 


2575 ; Ir will. cendity: be RC FS they 1 5 pre- | 
"tended miracles of the church of Rome, have much hurt 
our religion with many people; but it ought not to 
be ſo. | Real miraeles will probably introduce a pretence | 
to feigned ones. And if it is conſidered that the popiſh 
miracles are only propagated and believed where their 
religion entirely prevails, and no examination can be 
made of them, it muſt appear that this is no juſt argu- 
ment againſt thoſe of the primitive chriſtians, where every 
thing was the reverſe with them; and yet they boldly 
required an examination of them by their moſt po. 


 erful, obſtinate, and cruel enemies. A diſtinction this 


ſo manifeſt, that it is wonderful how Mr. Gibbons could 
| overlook it, and ſo confound times together, as to make 
it impoſſible to ſay when miracles: did : ceaſe, becauſe 
always reported to continue in the church, when both 
from this and the ſettlement of chriſtianity, we can 
adually ſee the no- neceſſity of them, and the certain 
bee of theſe ee "Os TER"; e afty 
N 3 12 
er Bind, tn ihe} replies 8 to Di Middleton, 
that: ſeveral chriſtian writers of the zd and Ath centu- 
ries. did acknowledge miracles. to be then very rare! «- 
mong them, and nearly to have ceaſed from the church; 
and we can eaſily diſcern the fitneſs of this proceeding. 
As chriſtianity was the power of God to ſalvation, it 
was abſolutely neceſſary for him, if he meant us this 
ſalvation, to ſupport it by his own miraculous power ſo 
long ad — extraordinary e was e 


* 
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And, conſidering the nature of his religion, that it 8 
nothing in the world to recommend it, but all the plea- 
ſures, ren prejudices of it, to obſtruct and deſtroy 
its progreſs 3 and conſidering that theſe miraculous powers 
were ſcarcely leſs neceſſary after, than before the death 
of the apoſtles, and that many others, ' beſides the -apoſ- 
tles, were, in their own times, endowed with theſe gifts; 
theſe things conſidered, we have the juſteſt reaſon to 
believe, they ſtill continued in the church; and that the 
| teſtimony given of them by ſo many writers, is well 
founded and true. But fo ſoon as Chriſtianity was able to 
ſtand upon its .own legs, ſo ſoon as men's prejudices 
againſt it were pretty well worn off, and the powers of 
this world were no longer its enemies, but became its 
friends and ſupporters, and it could, by the common 
| courſe of nature, maintain and increaſe itſe}f, ſo was it 
fit, that this extraordinary interpoſition ſhould be gradu- | 
ally. leſſened, and, at the laſt, totally taken away. This 
reaſoning is manifeſtly juſt, and I can confirm, by an 
jnſtance, 1 i e 1 * I not 
A Te 1 | 
OT 5 85 the middle tf: e e 67% 1 the 8 
apoſtate Emperor, in order to inwalidate our Saviour's 
propheſy about the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the tem- 
did call home the Jews to their own country, and 
ernploy both the power of this zealous people, and all 
he ſtrength of his own mighty dominions to execute this 
purpoſe; and when there were no human means, which 
could poſſibly defeat it, the hand of God did itſelf viſibly 
interpoſe, and by ſbakings of the earth, which threw up 
the foundations, and fire. burſting. out, which conſumed 
the workmen and their work, compel them to deſiſt from, 
and abandon the undertaking... And this miraculous fact 
is acknowledged in the hiſtory of Ammianus Marcellinus, | 
who, as a heathen writer, may be believed, and who, as : 
writing againſt: -bis own principles, muſt be believed in 
+ his account of this matter. And thus are the ſuppoſi- 
tions of Dr. Middleton, and of Mr. Gibbons, both of 
. 8 by a pinch CERA mine as un 
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ledged to be a fact; the purity of their practice was con- 


formable to the purity of their faith, and this in a world 


of à totally different caſt, which virtue effeQually 
proved the truth of their religion, by the beneficial 
feas which flowed from the profeſſion of it. And 15 


wonder, when no other religion in the world ever taught 


ſuch pure morality, and enforced it by the like powerful 


motives of an infinitely holy and juſt God: obſerving. ; 
every action, and rewarding or puniſhing it for ever __ 


with an eternity of the greateſt happineſs or _ miſery, as. 
the moral creature's behaviour ſhould deſerve. ' In this 
| had they ſuch motives as were fitted to produce this vir 


- tuous life, and, in juſtice to Chriſtianity, he ought to | 


have mentioned them ; and to be ſure, along with theſe, 


in this moſt dangerous and difficult time, they had an ex- : 


traordinary aſſiſtance of the holy ſpirit of God, to influ- 
ence their minds, and govern their practice. Theſe. 
things, in juſtice to Chri- ianity, he ought to have pro- 


duced, but inſtead of them, the reader's attention is 

turned off to two other cauſes, which could be of 9. 
tle or no benefit to this religion; but the firſt of them, 
a conſiderable prejudice to it, namely, y, repentance for 
paſt ſins, and à laudable deſire of ſupporting the ſociety 
into which they were entered. He here retails the ma- 
licious falfehoods ' which the heathens caſt upon the 
Chriſtians, of alluri ng into their party the moſt atrocious 
followed the 
 diFtates of Benevolence' and ty, derived ſuch 4 calm : 


ctiminals; and adds, Theſe perſons who had} 


ſatisfuction from the opinion of their own reftitude, as ren- 


dered them leſs ſuſceptitle 7 ame, grief, terror, -which 
Babe given birth to ſo' many wonderful conver fions S wilt 


not hope have ſome effect upon a generous mind, a 


muſt not then the Chriſtian allurance, given to every 

virtuous perſon, of an endleſs - life, of inconceivable 

glory and happineſs for ever in it, be more powerful to 
dod man to the embracing this religion, 

| who had'no alteration to make i in Tis practice, and muſt 


perſuade the 


"Xo 1 t | hs — have 


) Jogitts aid ben i 
& the virtue f the Chriſtians, and it is here acknow- © 
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* have this Telf-ſatisfaQion ſo prodigiouſly. ehh by 
| knowing, that he hereby had acquired the favour of x4 
God, and was certain of his protection and bleſſing here, 
and 4 eternal reward. hereafter. , ; Muſt not theſe be more 

to 155 left torally deſtitute of them; and he: eee more. 
powerful to . him, than the fear of future puniſh- 
ment could be to any profligate Heathens; which puniſh- 
ment they expected not, and were all taught to deſpiſe; 
| and who, to become Chriſtians, muſt: change the whole 


ale their lies, get the better of long and eſtabliſhed 


habits of vice, and ever after live in direct oppoſition to 
all their beloved luſts, paſſions, intereſts. Has he, indeed, 
known many of theſe converſions in a Chriſtian country, 
where the motives to i are ſo much more powerful ? 
If he bas, his experience is very different from that of 
All the reſt of mankind ; and yet, upon this very falſe ſup- 
55 5 oh by A on ta MI ang. abuſe even our ue RV: | 
3 ee, . 4 8 1 I Ss” uch 


| 261 I, Des dy 5 manner <p, thee 5 — 1 the Clrif- 
iT tion miſſionaries addreſſed themſelves to men, and eſpecially. 
o women, oppreſſed d by the co nſciouſueſs, , and very often. the 
pure of . their. vices. It is impoſſible that this man 
mould be a believer in Chriſt, or of any moderation in 
bis infidel principles, who writes in this malevolent man- 
ner of NE mo holy, but gompaſſionate Jeſus. For, 
Was it not his cuſtom to preach in their ſynagogues every 
; ſabbath-day, „and in all places of the moſt public reſort, 
at their gre at feſtivals, and in their Temple, and to the | 
ſcribes and- bt ſees, and Jewiſh, rulers ; . that in 7 75 
he did nothing; and was not this alſo the practice of tbe 
apoſtles. What i * then which gives a pretence for this 


135 infamous ſcandal ? Not to be warm upon ſuch an occa- 8 


n would be a fooliſh: and criminal; apathy. : Why 
-» Chriſt had ſome women to attend him; one of. whom 
| had been a great "finmer;, and he alſo tells the phariſees, 


that he came not to call the righteous but ſinners to re- 


pentance: a feyere ſarcaſm this upon theſe hypocritical 
men, who were all abominably wicked, and yet gloried 


in their outward righteouſneſs; and a dreadful dure, 5 £4 


q OOF" hkewiſe an all e . as Meth. . be ſin- 
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ners, and as infidels, almoſt always the greater ſinners 3 
but who will yet refuſe to receive any atonement for ſin, 
or divine aſſiſtance againſt it, and will moſt inſolently ſtand 
upon their own ſtrength and rectitude for acceptance and 
- happineſs with * 88 and 15 8 ee, and Cl 
of the word. 


Mos palpabiy miſtaken and unjuſt i is Mr. Gibbons 5 
then in this part of his cauſe of Chriſtianity” 8 progreſs; "= 
and as to the care of their ſect's reputation, this is ſuch a 


poor motiye to virtue, that I ſhould never have thought _ 


it worthy. of notice, if this gentleman had not made it 
ſo. Every ſect has this motive, but every ſect is not 
made virtuous by it; nay, we know ourſelves the very 
reverſe to happen. Our infidels, as to number, are no- 
thing, I thank God, in compariſon of our Chriſtians, 
and do they therefore excel in righteouſneſs ?. We have 
alſo among us many ſe&s of believers, and none of them 
are remarkable for their ſuperior virtue, and ſome of them 
are infamous for a very different charaQer. And if we 
will believe the primitive Chriſtian writers, it was ſo in 
their time; but as Mr. Gibbons will hardly allow them 
any credit, I will produce him two, which no Chriſtian 
can deny, Rev. ii. 6. But this thou haſt, that thou hatefl 
the deeds of > the Nicolaitaner,, which J alſo. hate, and 
2 Theſſ. ii. 10. Iboſe coming is with all deceivableneſs of 
 unrighteouſneſs ; and one that he will not deny, namely, 
the bad character which theſe writers give of the:Gnoſ- _ 
ticks, which as theſe were Chriſtians in name, and the, - 
ſcandal injured the Chriſtians themſelves, we may be ſure 
that they would not have fo openly confeſſed, was it a 
thing to be doubted of; or with truth to be denied. This, | 

_ Charge againſt them Mr. Gibbons himſelf. acknowledges = 
but it is here worthy of notice, that he gives from the 
the ſame retort upon the church, and hereby contradicts 
himſelf, and effeQually deſtroys that very cauſe of Chriſ- 5 
N 5 growth, which he 1 is here inſiſting upon 


Tur ſeverity of the 7 Chriſtian morals ſet 8 in | 
o many pages, is a ſtill farther proof of the inſufficiency, 
and even falſeneſs of this his pretended cauſe. . The ſtate 
of perſecution to which the 3 were then We” I 


; EF 
| ay Hable, and by which they frequently ſaffered, to the 
loſs of every thing dear to them, and the being afflited 
with every thing that is miſerable in this life, made it 
molt neceffary for them to diſengage, as far as it was 
' Poſſible, their affeQtions from this dangerous world; and 
more eſpecially from the endearments of marriage, which 
| muſt have proved a molt violent temptation, and a dan- 
us ſnare to them; ſo violent, indeed, that St. Paul 
| von the Ci inne in theſe ſeaſons to abſtain from 
marriage; and the many idolatries praiſed by the hea- 
thens upon almoſt every occaſion, rendered it equally re- 
quiſite that they ſhould keep themſelves at a diſtance from 
_ theſe" offices, which would entangle them in this great 
and juſtly adoinitiited crime 3 theſe, however, were not 
fo many-as to render the Chriſtians uſeleſs to the com- 
mon-wealth ; for we find of them employed in 
many departments of it, which Mr. Gibbons Ks to 
inconſiſtent with their religion; but which, not- 
withſtanding all their then ſtrictneſs, it is certain, that 
| they did not. The firſt heathen convert to Chriſtianity 
Vas, we know, a proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion, Who 
mut negeffarily abher and avoid all moment {Ni and yet he 
was a genie in the Motil 8 


e Ens 66k Gif of the growth genen, 
ite Ave OR Ir" the church. ON 
kb here attributes a great deal of . 


grandiz ing of it, to the Chriſtiar's ambition of 5 
themſelves to the offices of the church; but the weak - 
veſs, nay, the injuſtice of this eauſe, muſt appear, when 
it is conſidered, * all theſe offices were for life, and 
could not be frequently filed; that not one in a thouſand 
could obtain any one of therm, nor in ten thouſand the 
higheſt of them all; that when obtained, they did but 
f jest the poſſeſſor to an exceſs of trouble and danger, | 
ce both of body and ſoul; and if there be any trvith- 
in Chriſtian hiſtory, were, till near the cloſe of the third 
century, much more 2 nc ny than 8 55 for, by 
a 1 people. | | A. 
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As to the chureh government eſtabliſhed" by the Apoſ- 
tles, it is nothing to out-prefent purpoſe; and ſo I paſs 
on to page 276, where he makes the union of the church 


done great cauſe of its growth z but had he given the real 

_ caſe here, he would have ſet it down, the diviſions and 

_ conteſts of the church; and of theſe, he himſelf has 

furniſhed us with a good many inſtances. This would 

have been the juſt repreſentation of the matter, but to 

do this would have been to turn the cauſe direct againſt 
| * purpoſe, and therefore the very reverſe is alerts 


Py 
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2861 M Community of goods was not adopted 

L by the firſt Chriſtians in the manner he has 
ſtated it. The zeal of ſome drew them into this prac- 
tice ʒ but it was not required of any, it was voluhtary in 
them all. St. Peter's words are, Mu it reniuined with 
thee, wits it not thine own, An after i 
vt in int oton prey © And yet Mr. Gibbons's words 
ate, The converts were permitted to retain the poſſeſſion 
of their patrimony. It was therefore; for the lie; and 


intended deceit, that Anahias and his wife were firuck 


dead, and thus the ſcriptures declare it. He might there- 
fore, have ſpired the following inuends,” char: in bana, 


| life pure thun thoſe of "the apoſfilts, it might ſoon have buen 


corPapied. Never men ſhewed ſuch an honeſt diſregatd 
to this world and all its intereſts, us the apoſtles did, 
their great maſtet excepted j| and even in this -inſtatce, 
ve find them immediately caſting away the eate of this 


it "was ford, ons it 


by 


money from themſelves, and putting it into other hands. 


But a reflection of this kind, would be pleaſing to many 
people, and beget a ſmile againſt the apoſtles, which 


vis un advantage not to he loft. | 


Ir may, perhaps, be proper, alſo, to mention ano- 
ther inſtance; which may ſeem to countenance Mir. Gib- 


bons, although not noticed by him. Our Saviour re- 


quited the young rich man to fell all that he had, and 
give to the poor, that he might become his 8 
e Om oo Ons 
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* 
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have treaſure in heaven; 3 but this was then neceſſary, 
| becauſe his religion was to be for a long time in a moſt 
dangerous and perſecuted condition, and if the man 
could not before hand reſolve to abandon his poſſeſſions, 
he could not remain a follower of his; but muſt after- 
wards e en him, to ** Om Oye 
and. ruin. | 5 
: 8 the charity of the 8 in ng 8 re- 
lieving their own poor, but many of the heathen beſides, 
and alſo in ſaving, and carefully breeding up, many of 
their children, whom their horrible and brutiſh igno- 
rance, had expoſed to deſtruction, muſt have had a very 


| beneficial effect ; for the Chriſtian religion cannot be 


denied. But this belongs to, and ought to have been in- 
ſerted in his account of the fourth cauſe, the good lives 
of the Chriſtians; yet there it is not; and why fo? 
Why it would, in that Place, have done honour and ſer- 
vice to their religion; it is in this ſo introduced, as to be 
made a reproach and detriment to it. And here it ought 
to be noticed, that the then Chriſtians, who were made 
ſo poor by Dr. Middleton, as to be unable to purchaſe a 
few copies of a ſmall apology, in defence of their lives, 
properties, and religion too, are found to be ſo rich in 
Mr. Gibbons, as to bribe over the heathens to their party. 
But I muſt, mention another ſpecies of their charity, 
practiſed in Cyprian's time, which is not noticed by Mr. 
Gibbons; that when in a great plague, which raged in 
Africa and Carthage, and the neareſt relations fled from 
the infected perſon, and left him to periſh for want of 
aſſiſtance, many of the Chriſtians went to, and took care 
of theſe people, and ſaved their ets CIOS to. * e, 
often * the lot 9 es r oh 


- 288, ; Publick 1 . was or- 
dered, and practiſed by St. Fr and with excommuni- 
| cated perſons the Chriſtians. were not ſo much as to eat. 
It. was the delivering the unhappy perſon to Satan; who, 
according to the evil, malicious nature of theſe apoſtate ; 


5: ſpirits, was ufed, moſt horribly to torment this poor cri- 


minal ; till, by his being again reſtored to Chriſt, he was 
delivered from his power, 0 2595 happy i in the a our g 
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and protection of his Saviour and his God, and in an 
aſſurance of pardon and everlaſting happineſs in heaven. 
A demonſtration this, of the neceſſity, truth, benefit, 
of the Chriſtian religion; and no wonder, then, that an 
excluſion from it was ſo exceſſively dreaded, and ſo much 
_ endured by the penitent to have it taken off. But, cer- 
tainly, this ſeverity of diſcipline, was more likely to hin- 
der, than promote a converſion to this faith. It laid 
theſe people under a moſt violent temptation to abandon 
ſuch a harſh religion as this; and could they have done 
it, we may be ſure, that the heathens would have re- 
ceived them with the greateſt cordiality ; and they 
could have nothing to dread from the reſentment of their 
former friends. It cannot be doubted, that the liberal 
alms of the Chriſtians muſt have occaſioned ſome con- 
verſions among the poor ; but that merciful and loving 
temper, which was enjoined even to our enemies, by this 
religion, muſt have made a great many more, and theſe. 
of the moſt virtuous and happy diſpoſitions. This is, 


indeed, an argument, ſtrong in Chriſtianity's favour, 


and we do accept it from Mr. Gibbons with all thankful- 
neſs, whatever his deſign was in confeſſing it. 


294, Wx have in this place, ſuch expreſſions as only 
befit a Chriſtian; but it is impoſſible this author ſhould be 
ſuch. The whole bent of his ſoul appears to be ſet againſt 
_ Chriſtianity, and he ſees nothing in it, but with that 
Jaundice eye, which turns every thing to its own black- | 
neſs and horror. And here he thinks his five cauſes ſo 
powerful, that, inſtead of being ſurprized at the rapid 
progreſs of Chriſtianity, his wonder is, that it was not 
ſtill more univerſal and rapid. Let us, then, more care - 
fully examine this matter; for to me this appears an ea- 
ſineſs of belief, ſuperior to that with which theſe gen- 
tlemen are wont to reproach us Chriſtians, and ſadly 
ſhews, to what an unreaſonable length a deep prejudice - 
can carry a bright and penetrating genius. 'I remember 
a a learned man of theſe principles to have doubted whe- 
ther there ever had been ſuch a perſon as Chrift. But 
ſomething of this kind was neceſſary to be done, in order 
to take off, if poſſible, one of our arguments, thoroughly 
enforced by Mr. Jenyns, for the truth of Chriſtianity, 


namely 


7 A 


. Ak ; 
1 namely, t the greatneſs of its growth, when the cauſe, and 


the propagators of it, were FRO ſo unfit to e 
n A esu effect. 


Ar. K 


HEN Chriſt Jeſus was going to. die fx the al- 
vation of the world, he tells his apoſtles, that 
belore the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, not then 40 years 
diſtant, this goſpel of the kingdem ſhall be preached in all 
the world, and St. Paul tells us it was ſo within 30 years; 
and from the parable of the leaven, and the graig of 
muſtard-ſeed, foreſhews the prodigious encreaſe of it, 
ſtrangely, but moſt ſurely prophetic, this denunciation, 
when his religion, and the means to effect it, were both. 
of them of ſuch an unpromiſing nature. When there 
was nothing. to propagate it, but the preachings of twelve 
* iülliterate fiſhermen, who were equally. deſtitute ef learn- 
7 ing, addreſs, or eloquence; and who were to wander about | 
E  - the world with this ſeemingly filly tale in their mouths, 
. that one Jeſus, who was by his countrymen, the Jews, 
put to the moſt cruel death, for being the vileſt of ma- 
| lefaQtors, was riſen from the dead, and become the ſa- 
viour of the world; that he had commiſſioned, and feat 
them out to tell all mankind, that they muſt believe in 
him, and the one true God, repent of all their fins, 
abandon every vice, and praQiiſe every virtue; that they 
muſt reſiſt and abhor the religions of their ſeveral coun- 
tries in which they bad been educated, and to which they 
were moſt deeply prejudiced, give up all the goods of 
this life, and endure every thing miſerable in it, even to 
the molt torturous of death, which they muſt ſurely ex 
pect; and all this, for the ſake of this new religion, and 
the happineſs which it promiſed in a future life. Theſe 
| were the men our Saviour ſent out to propagate his reli- 
gion, and this was the work he had given them to do; 
and very ſtrange it is, that he ſhould know them ſo tho- 
roughly, as to think, nay, be ſure of it too, that they 
would meddle i in ſuch an undertaking, and, much more, 
perſevere in it; and, ſtranger ſtill, 1 thefe miſſianaries 
W be: able to. convert the moſt De knowing, 


1 


0 poliſhed nation that ever was in the world, con- 
vert them from that ancient religion of their's which had 
all their luſts, prejudices, paſſions, gratifications, and 
. worldly intereſts, to attach them to it; which had all 
the wits of their philoſophers, all the learning and 
power of the world to deſend it; to which religion 
they attributed the growth and proſperity of their 

mighty empire, and to the abandoning of which by the 

Chriſtians, they imputed every calamity which befell 
them ſince the riſe of this religion; and which, there- 
fore, they treated with all that abuſe, hatred, perſecu- 
N. which: malice ſo powerfully urged on could in- 
Ren and which Chriſt has ſo juſtly and particularly 
foretold to his apoſtles when nd was ſending them out, | 


By theſe means, and in this manner, and et 1 
an oppoſition, was chriſtianity to be propagated ; and 
let any man of the leaſt impartiality ſay, whether. * 
was poſſible for the apoſtles to have any ſucceſs in this 
work, unleſs favoured with that high and mireculous 
interpoſition of God, which the New Teſtament gives 

an account of, and which it is this gentleman's inten- 
tion to deny, and his endeavour totally to deſtroy z 
and along with this, ſuch an inſpiration and divine in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt, to work upon the minds of 
the hearers, and give them that ingenuouſneſs of heart 
which ſhould cauſe them to attend to, and be convinc- 
ed 4 their preaching and miracles. This moſt im- 
t period, upon which all future proceedings of 
the Chriſtians did entirely depend, is paſſed over with- 
out notice by Mr, Gibbons; and if truth was to be 
thrown. out of the caſe, and he had nothing more to 
regard than the ſucceſs of his underſtanding, he would 
have been very wiſe in this. proceeding. For altho' jt - 
be certain that he no more believes the miraeles of 


- Chriſt and his apoſtles, than thoſe of the after ehriſ- 


tians, yet to have at once condemned the former would 
have given fuch diſguſt to many, would fo clearly 
have ſhewn the impoſſibility of the apoſtles ſucceeding, 


in this work, and have expoſed him to ſuch a certain 


confutation, that it was not a thing to be undertaken. 
ns would have been l by the very MIC 
* 3; 0 @ 
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fore, neceſſitated to take up chriſtianity at a later date, 
when, from its being very generally propagated and 


| well eſtabliſhed in many places, he could, with the 
5 er aſcribe its wonderful growth to the 
ve 


> cauſes he has aſſigned for it. But then, it is to 


be obſerved, that as theſe will not at all relate to the 
firſt planting of chriſtianity, they are indeed totally be- 


ſide his purpoſe, and prove nothing at all for him. 
Let us, however, go on to conſider them as he has 
been pleaſed to ſtate them, and here we ſhall not find 
him to ſucceed, but to be palpably defeated in his at- 


tempt, altho' he has, by the moſt partial calculations, 


endeavoured to leſſen the progreſs of this religion. 
That they would, if juſtly ſet down, be of conſiderable. 
effect, is not to be denied; but, as in this light they 
would: have all of them given moſt convincing proofs 


of chriſtianity's truth, he has been compelled, in order 


to avoid this conſequence, ſo to pervert them, as in all 


of them to leſſen, and moſt pf them to annihilate their 
_ © Whole force; and, in ſome inſtances, to turn them to the 
deſtruction of his own intended proof. 1 Sg 


Ir he had ſaid that chriſtianity, by aſcertaining and 
opening the being and nature of God, and ſhewing him 
to be the creator, ſuſtainer, and moral governorof the 
world, who had a regard to the behaviour of his moral 
creatures, and would reward or puniſh them as they 
ſhould deſerve; and by theſe means merited from all 


rational creatures, capable of knowing him, ſuch a high 
homage of adoration, ſuitable to his holineſs, juſtice, 


goodneſs, and infinite power, as made it peculiar to 


him; and that this religion, by preſcribing and making 


known ſuch a ſpiritual devotion as was fitting for man 


to give, and the Divine Being to receive, and by pro- 
cCuring for us ſinners, and our imperfe& and worthleſs 
ſervices, an acceptance from his infinite purity and 


juſtice: If he had ſaid that chriſtianity by theſe means 


dd render itſelf fo exceedingly reaſonable, amiable, 


and, veneficial, that it ought, to have drawn over eve- 
ry ſenſible virtuous perſon to the embracing of it, and 


more * eſpecially ſo when ſet in oppoſition to the im- 


| pure, 15 
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pure, abominable, ſuperſtition of the ae : and in 
fo ſaying, he would have done no more than juſtice to 
our religion, if he had ſaid this, he then indeed, had 
given a cauſe which muſt have been of great force 
for the promotion of chriſtianity ; but as this would 
have been ſo convincing an argument of its goodneſs ' 
and truth, he was compelled to evade it; and he has, 
by making nothing of divine worſhip, and by blaming. 
the primitive chriſtians for their refuſal to give any to 
the heathen gods, not only deſtroyed the force of his own 
cauſe, but manifeſtly turned it againſt himſelf. For 
ſuch an unreaſonable, obſtinate denial in the chriſtians 
to do what was innocent in his eyes, and meritorious 
in that of the pagans, could not fail of breeding in 
the latter, ſuch an hatred to the chriſtians and ſuch a 
wide ſeparation between them, as muſt have proved a 
very great detriment, inſtead of any advantage to the 
chriſtian cauſe, Every one at all acquainted with man- 
kind, knows, that it is not an unreaſonable perverſe 
oppoſition to their wills, but an eaſy compliance with 
them as far as we can, which will beſt gain upon the 
underſtanding, and ſo win over their hearts as to render” 
them moſt en, nigy of of conviQion. 


Tux ſame al is to be obſerved of his 2d cauſe. 
The immortality of the ſoul, and the retributions of a 
future life. If he had ſaid, and in juſtice to chriſtiani- 
ty he ought to have ſaid, that the nature of God and 
man was ſuch as to make man deſerve and expect a fu- 
ture life of retribution; that chriſtianity did by giving 
us a certainty of this future life in an infinitely more 
perfect exiſtence, and for ever enjoying in it an in- 
conceivable degree of glory and happineſs; which hap- 
pineſs every man muſt wiſh for; and this religion has 
enſured to every virtuous perſon upon the reaſonable 
and eaſy obedience of the goſpel, but which had been 
baniſhed from the heathen world by their abſurd noti- 
ons of this future life and retributions of it, as alſo by 
the falſe reaſonings of their philoſophers upon this moſt 
important ſubje&; if he had ſaid that theſe chriſtian 
diſcoveries contributed to the growth of this religion, 
bY would Have —— a cauſe which had real weight 

in 


\ 
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in it, and muſt be moſt 3 nn. but 
as a moſt material proof would have from hence re- 
ſulted to chriſtianity, he was neceſſitated to turn off 
the reader's attention from it, and fix his mind upon 
other matters; namely, the falſe expectation of aj - 
immediately to come, of an earthly millennium, of the 
tion of Rome and this world, and to anfexceſs 
of threatning and fear, which the wiſeſt of the heathens 
all deſpiſed, and which muſt render this cauſe of very 
little, I indeed of any effect at all, to the promoting 
chriſtianity. And to compleat the deſtruction of it, he 
ridicules . prophetick language in the ſcriptures, of 
the gold and precious ſtones where with the New Jeru- 
falem was to be built; and thus deſtroys the credit of 
. thoſe writings, which, by his own confeſſion, do a- 
lone inſure bw * bo. us, and thus annihilates 
his 2d cauſe. 5 


4 cauſe, Tur 1 a the primitive 8 
Had he declared that altho all miracles had ceaſed with 
the lives of the ITN: yet was there ſo authentick 
a teſtimony left 
could be no reaſonable doubt entertained of them; he 
then would have given a cauſe moſt powerful indeed, 
for the promotion of chriſtianity. And beſides had he 
farther confeſſed that there were ſome. remains of the 
ſame miraculaus powers continped in the church, to the 
ad and 3d centuries, to teſtify for Chriſt's religion, 
he would have added force to his cauſe, and made it 
demonſtrative of its truth, and moſt powerful for its 
| propagation and encreaſe. But as this was a thing not to 


de done by him, he has turned off the whole into an 


inſpiration. which is falſe and ridiculous, ſaid many : 


| things ſubverſive. of all miracles, and made manifeſt im- 


— —4 of all thoſe which the primitive chriſtians aſ- 
ſerted of themſelves; and he has hereby not only de- 


in the ſcripture, that there 


ſtrayed, but manifeſtiy turned his own cauſe againſt 


himiell. For this falſe pretence to miracles would only 

have put them upon a level with the heathens, 22 | 
frequently claimed the ſame power to their Gods; ſo 
that little good could have ariſen from this pretence to 
the chriſtians; but if their impoſture had 83 | 
5 1 eech, 


% 
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b vered, and Certainly it muſt have been ſo in a heathen. 
government, and with ſuch a majority of the people, and 
they all ſo eager againſt them, it muſt have torn up 
_ © chriſtianity * by the roots, and entirely pes, 
it. They that were ſuch bitter enemies to them as to 
load their religion and them, with the hor rid and un- 
Juſt calumnies of worſhipping an aſs's head, killing 
and devouring children, and uſing promiſcuous copula- 
tions, would have blazed this matter abroad ' to their 
total ſubverſion. But fo palpably different was the 
matter here, that theſe miraculous powers which Mr. 
Gibbons ſo ſtrenuouſiy denies, were then acknowledged _ 
by the heathens res Frome tho* under the name of ma- 
gick, by which they rendered them not only ws * 
even parniciquss to ann | 


- 4th cauſe. Tur virtue of hs primitive 1 
We have an odd contraſt here, the impoſture and vil- 
lainy of theſe people were Mr. Gibbons's 3d cauſe, 
their integrity and virtue are, in this inſtance, to eonſti- 
tute his 4th cauſe. But paſſing this over, I am to ob- 

ſerve, that if he had, as in juſtice to chriſtianity he 
ought to have done, ſet it down that the manifeſt truth 


erful motives which it held out to virtue, Wwhiek were 
infinitely more powerful than the world ever before: 
knew ; and theſe. ſuitably acknowledged by a ſuperior: | 
purity and goodneſs of life in the chriſtians, which muſt: 
have drawn upon them and their religion, the eſteem: | 
of every vrituous and ſenſible perſon, . (and ſometimes: 
he finds occaſion. to ſpeak of chriſtianity in this manner): - 

he then would have produced a cauſe moſt juſtly. and: 
5 powerful for chriſtianity's growth. But as a re- 
preſentatien of this kind would have been too faveurable 
for this religion, he is forced to ſuppreſs it, and to: 
© ſubſtitute in its place, that exceſſive ſeverity of life and. 
daoqtrine, into which theſe miſerable times of perſecu- 


and purity of the chriſtian morality, and the moſt .. 


tion bad driven the oppreſſed chriſtians ; and has there- 


by not enly annihilated his own cauſe, but manifeſtly: 


turned it againft himſelf. For that rigidneſs and ſeverity. 
of living which was then required of every believer in 
dane muſt have n wry * and n ob- 


- 
- 


ructed, N ; 
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firuted, inſtead of promoting a converſion to this MY 
It is not a very eaſy matter to perſuade a great num- 
ber of people to embrace ſuch a ſevere and miſerable 


aufterity of life as he has here ſpoken of. 


As to his 5th ts. This, if juſtly given, would 
| have been of ſome advantage to chriſtianity ; but it is 
ſurpriſing how he could fall into ſuch a palpable miſ- 
take, as to make the union of the church any help to 
its ſpreading, when there was nothing but diſſention, 
and the moſt rancourous diviſions, among them. The 
apoſtolical writings ſhew us, that this was the caſe with 
them even in the firſt century, whilſt the apoſtles were 
alive, and miraculoys power and divine inſpiration were 
common in the church; ({o unwilling are men to give 
up their own prejudices to any conviction whatſoever) 
and the chriſtian: writers, after them, ſhew that this was 
the caſe with them in the ad and 3d centuries ; but 


| in the 4th, when paganiſm was brought to its expiring 


gaſp, the controverſy between the Trinitatians and the 
followers of Arius, raiſed ſuch a flame in the church, 
and bred ſuch animoſities between the contending par- 
ties, as made them the deriſion and ſport even of the 
heathens themſelves. Fheſe are inconteſtible facts, and 


will hereafjer be fully proved even by Mr. Gibbons 


himſelf; and therefore this moſt learned writer was 
ſtrangely miſtaken, when he made the union of the 
church one cauſe of its prodigious encreaſe, Let us 
not, however, at the preſent, give up this diſpute; but 
for the reader's more perfect ſatisfaction, let us go on 
to examine the heads of this cauſe, as he i is pleaſed. 
to "tet them W in his book. SRL 


Tus e ovepmment of this church, the primi-' 


dire freedom and equality, the inſtitutions of biſhops 


and preſbyters, and of provincial councils, the progreſs 
of the epiſcopal authority, the metropolitans, the ambi- 
tion of the Roman pontiff, the diſtinction of laity and 
clergy, theſe are (to ſtop for a while) made by him, a 
principal means of chriſtianity's wonderful growth; but 

how either one or all, of theſe put together, ſhould 


47 wack _— conſiderable. effect _ the converſion of the 
| heathens, 


/ 


3 


heathens, 1 ſee not, nor do I believe, that any 7 impar- 

tia conſiderate perſon will ſee. If ſuch a government 
as this had been peculiar to the chriſtians, it muſt 
have proved of ſome benefit to their religion; but 


where is the civilized nation that is deſtitute of it? It 
is certain, that the Romans were not, and that t 
had all the advantages which could poſſibly ariſe from 


any of theſe inſtitutions in the greateſt perfection; 
truly in a much greater perfection than the chriſtians 


did, or could poſſibly poſſeſs. It is eaſy to diſcern that 


ſome policy of this kind was abſolutely. neceſſary. to 


the exiſtence of chriſtianity ; but how this little weak 


other ſupport than what conſcience could give it, ſhould 
enable theſe few religioniſts not only to reſiſt, but pre- 
vail againſt, that policy, which was fo firmly eſta- 
bliſhed, and had all the encouragement that law, pow- 
er, learning, prejudice, wickedneſs, the moſt dreadful 


puniſhments, and the moſt ample rewards could give 


it, I can ſee nothing of it, altho 1 have given it the moſt 
careful conſideration. Hitherto then his own cauſe mi- 


litates againſt himſelf : But he alſo adds, the oblations 


and revenues of the churches, and the diſtribution of 


them, excommunication, publick penance, and the dig-. . 
nity of the epiſcopal government. To theſe I anſwer, 
That to make | excommunication and penance, ' which 


were ſo exceſſively ſevere againſt all apoſtacy from the 
faith, or any wickedneſs in it after its reception, a 
cauſe of chriſtianity? s growth is ſtrange indeed; he 
ſhould have ſet them down as a great obſtruction to it. 
The dignity of the biſhops, and the revenues of the 


. churches, were certainly as nothing in compariſon of 


the Roman magiſtracy, wealth and power; and the 
very. frequent and miſerable perſecutions by which the 


chriſtians often ſuffered, and to which they were con- 


tinually expoſed, muſt have rendered theſe advan- 
of ſtill leſſer efficacy to Mr. Gibbons's pur- 
poſe, muſt, in fact, have turned them entirely againſt 
That love of the world, which alone could have 
3 them any force with the chriſtians, muſt have 


caſt them off from e and: e heathens of 
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government of the little weak church, without any 


* 
* 
7 
* 
+3 
we 
* 1 
7 
4% 1 
£2 
* = 


4 66 ) 1 | 
Uron the whole of this matter, then, we find this 
ingenious writer to be very unfortunate in the cauſes 
de has aſſigned for the growth of ſuch a religion as 
_ chriſtianity. They are all wrongly ſtated, they are all 
ineffectual for his Rs _ in OF: _— _ 
| __ TINS. 9 


CHAP. NG, 


92 \HERE. « 50 fome other 3 kgs this offers : 
I ed by him, which, it muſt be confeſſed, would 

have been of advantage to this religion if properly 
| ſlated; namely, the philoſophers ſeeing the folly of 
beatheniſr, the incredulity and ridicule of the learned, 
and of the prieſts themſelves, who officiated in their 
religious ſervices ; and the 2 ſceptiſm which theſe 
things produced among many of their people. It is 
_ _ certait that there is in theſe cauſes, and that 
in ſuch a ſtate of things they muſt have been very con- 


_ ſiderable helps to chriſtianity; ſo conſiderable indeed 


that they ſeem to have affected Mr. Gibbons himſelf, 


and for 2 while to have made a convert of him; his 
words are, Some dertres of u more faſhionable caft; might 
| have occupied the deſerted temples of upiter and Apollo, 
Ii, in the decifrve moment, the pals of providence” hal 

| mot interpoſed a genuine revelation fitted: to inſpire the moſt 
rational efieem and convittion, whilft ar the ſame time it 
_ wes adorned with dll that could. a the os 

en i Wage of the Pep. 


How os cube 1 the Kee tenour 165 his : 
hank, and many of his direct expreſſions, I know not. 
Muſt not both Chrift and his apoſtles have been, accord - 
Ing io him, a ſet of the moſt -profiighte deceivers 7 And 
are theſe the people who brought down this genuine and 
amiable revelation ffom heaven? This is ſtrange indeed. 


Nor can I ſee how he can reconcile this to the charadter 


of his moſt higbly eſteemed and commended: hiſtorian 

Tacitus, who, in his own tranſlation, - uſes theſe words 
of. the Chriſtians and their religion, Branded with de- 

ſerved infamy, à dire ſuperſiition, was even oygrolluced 9 
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Nome 1 which receives and protects whatever is aro- 
cious ; they were all convicted, not ſo much for the crime of 8 
ſetting fire to the city, #s for their hatreu of mankind. In 
which words, beſides the manifeſt and fpiteful falſity of 
them, and the direct contradiQion given to Mr. Gibbons 
himſelf, in the above cited paſſage, it might eaſily be 
fhewn, were it worth wink was: that he has made 
his tranſlation worſe than the original, in order to throw 
an odium upon Chriſtianity. And as to its being fitted 
to attract the curioſity, wonder, and veneration of the 
people, this will not, 1 ſuppoſe, be accounted a reproach 
to it; and how, indeed, could it be otherwiſe, when it 
was to open to us the nature of the one infinite being, 
and the moſt ſtupendous of all his wonderful providen- 


ces; providences, which the angels deſire to look into, 


and which were to be the moſt expreſſive of, and honour- 
able to his infinite nature, thine he would ever How et | 
the good of His creatures. a 


Bor it is proper that we ſhould an into theſe - . 
„ Which have given him ſuch a high notion of 
the exfineſs of Chriſtianityꝰs ſucceſs. They are ſet down, 
page 293: The faſhion of incredulity was ' communicated 
from the philsſopber to the man of pleaſure or bufinefe, from | 
the noble to the plebeian, from the maſter to on _—_— 
' who waited at his table, and who eagerly liſtened to the free- 
dom of his converſation. On public occaſions the phils Di. 
cal part of mankmd aſ ected to treat with decency and re- 
ſhe, the religious in/litutions of their cqunttries; but their 
ſecret contempt, penetrated through the thin and awkward 
difguiſe ; ; and even the people, when they diſeovered that their 
deities were rejectad and derided by thiſe whoſe rank an 
underſtanding they were accuſtomed to reverence, were filled 
| with doubts and apprebenſions concerning the truth of theſe | 
 defirines, o which they had yielded a moſt} implicit belief, 
The decline of ancient prejudice left a very numerous portion * 
of mankind in a painful and comfortleſs fituation. A flate 
= 4 n and ſuſpence may amuſe a few mmquifitive minds. 
the Rye tg of ſuperfiition is fo congental to the multi- 
tade, that if they are forcibly awakened, they will regret 


the ebe ef Their love of the marurl. - 


lous and ſupernatural, their curioſity with regard to futuro 
ns, and their 3 e to extend nag hopes and 
Heb | I.! beir 


| their fears boyo 
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pal cauſes which favoured the eftabliſhment of polytheiſm. 
So urg ent on the 1 is the neceſſity of believing, that the 
Fall of any ſyſtem of mythology will moſt. probably be fucceed- 
e by the introduction of ſeme. other made of ſuper/lition ; 
and ſo he goes on in the words already quoted, to won- 
der that the be gre of Chriſtianity, was not, in. theſe 
* ſtill more rapid and univerſal: we pal 
. examine this matter, as laid down by bim. 


Mx. Cos dates this ſceptiſm, 3 the riſe of 
. to the extinction of heatheniſm; but, u ä 
enquiry, we ſhall not find this aſſertion verified, but fal- 
"lied by ſtubborn facts. The philoſophers, indeed, de- 
_mied, all futurity, - and derided: the heathen notion of the 
_ fetributions there; but we do not find them in any rea- 
dineſs, nor the people either, to give up their old reli- 
gion; but, on the contrary, tenacious, . perſevering, ob- 
flmate, i in the defence of it; and doing all that power, 
mwalice, falſehood, genius, learning, could do for the 
ſupport of it. Thus we have ſeen i it to be with his fa- 
vourite hiſtorian Tacitus, and this is abundantly proved 
by Chriſtianity's not being able to prevail for theſe hun- 
dred years together, and till. heathen Rome had beco! 
4 by the empire of Conſtantine the Great; it 


is, beſides, proved, by the many and cruel perſecutions, 


inflicted upon the Chriſtians during this time; by the 
cries of the people, upon every occaſion, to have the 
Chriſtians given to the lions; and by the defence ac- 
knowledged by Mr. Gibbons, to be made for heathen- 
iſm, by the philoſophers of the ad and zd centuries. He 
is, therefore, moſt ſhamefully miſtaken in that ſtate of 
the caſe, which he has given, and upon which he hath : 
ſo confidently founded Chriſtianity? s ſucceſs. And if any 
one has a mind to ſee this fact undoubtedly confirmed, I 
| refer him to vol. 1, chap. 16, of the eee Dr. Leland's 
advantages and neceſſity of the Chriſtian. revelation; and 


be will there receive an entire ſatisſaction on this point. ö 


Only, as this truly learned and great man hath not men- 
tioned Plutarch among his heathen authorities, I will ob- D 

ſerve, that this philoſopher, in accounting for the ceſſa- 
tion * N among ele : ki uy. + oY 
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oyed by the reaſonableneſs, purity, and 


the ſame purpoſe, mention that great genius, and learned 


| Philoſopher Longinus, who ſhews himſelf to be well ac- 8 


quainted, both with Judaiſm and Chriſtianity; and yet, 
what concern does he expreſs at Homer's battle of the 
.- heathen gods? And what care _ he os to hinder i it 
5 from nn, their 9 
Ir is true, that there was a Wale in, the ſecond Re 
ke did moſt ſeverely ridicule. the heathen ſuperſtition z 
but then, he did ſo to Chriſtianity, as well as to that, 


and, indeed, to all religion along with them; and i is, 
therefore, nothing to Mr. Gibbons's purpoſe. And, it 
is alſo true, that Seneca, in the firſt century, ſpoke very 
harſhly of their worſhip, but then it is equally true 
that he adviſes all the people to conform tot. But al- 
| thougherroneous in this his ſtate of the caſe, Mr. Gibbons 
is not ſo, as to the conſequences which muſt follow from 
ſuch a freedom of oonverſation; and, much more, _ 


s an infidel Nane of eee be has aſſumed.” 


Ir. in his apiica; an certainly; the 3 chat the people 
: will have ſome religion or other. Man's nature requires 
it, and this natural inclination, as well as the reaſon of 


the thing, is a demonſtration, that it is natural to man, 


and ought to be received by every one of this nature ; 


and muſt be, and will be ſo, if he be not debaſed to the 


loweſt degree of wickedneſs and wrong judging. And 
now, from his own mouth, I beſeech him, to conſider 


what he has been doing, in this his attempt to deſtroy 5 
Chriſtianity ; and whether the world will owe him any 
thanks for it, even if there was not to be a future life 1 


after the preſent, or any retribution in it. Can he find 
any other religion upon earth ſo good for us, as that of 


N which he has but juſt now N ö a ge.: 
f FE | SS nuine 
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280 of: the dzmons who gave them, and who, though 5 
very long lived, might not be immortal; and, by his en- 
deavouring to explain a way, and actount for, che mon- 
ſtrous idolatry of the Egyptians, he gives me a ſtrong ſuſ—- 
picion that he knew of chriſtianity, and took theſe: me- 
ang to L that moſt abſurd and bloody ſuperſtition 


truth, of the Chriſtian religion. And, 1 muſt, alſo, for 
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nuine revelation, fitted to inſpire the moſt a eſteem 
and conviction ?. Can he find any ſo good as this? And 
that as it is taught i in his own national church, for the 
reaſonableneſs, purity, and uſefulneſs of its precepts, and 
for its moſt powerful enforcements of virtue, and can he 
avoid ſeeing the dreadful conſequences which muſt follow 
from its being deſtroyed ? For which he has, however, 
ſo heartily laboured, and which will not be without its 
effect; I pray God, that it may be but a little, upon a 
now luxurious, careleſs, and very profligate people; 
_ poſſibly he may need to be told, but the reader certainly 
5 Mel to be told, the dreadful ns on of it. | 


| Taxsy writings & his wil propagate 80 and 
infidelity, by a great deal already too rife among us, theſe 
a total diſreliſh to, and breach of every virtue, theſe a 
hatred of all the ſanctions, which enforce virtue and re- 
ſtrain from vice, theſe the keeneſt hatred of the goſpel, 
and every thing enjoined by it, and theſe an increaſe, an 
inundation of - wickedneſs, till it produces a total diſre- 
| gardtothe welfare of the ſtate, great miſchief to it, and 
to all the individuals of it, and till it ſhall at laſt throw it 
into ſlavery, and all the abfurdities, ſuperſtition, and 
_ idolatry. of the church of Rome, from which we have, 
by our reformation, been ſo long, and ſo bappily eman- 
Cipated. For then the baſeneſs of the people's minds 
will make them require the iron hand of arbitrary power 
to controul their perniciouſneſs, will render their re- 
mains of liberty but a curſe to them, and them, therefore, 
not only unwilling to defend, but eager to give it up; 
and this baſeneſs will make b minds ſo connatural to 
the baſeneſs and ſuperſtition. of popery, that they will be 
ready to abandon their own true and holy belief, and ea- 
to accept of the outward ſervices, the conjurations, 
and the abſolutions of the church of Rome. And thus, 
ſhall our true and ſpiritual religion, the boaſt of Chriſ- 
tianity, and our free, and happy conſtitution, the admi- 
ration and envy of every ſenſible and virtuous man, be 
totally deſtroyed from among us; and this, not only by 
the juſt judgment of an offended God, but by the natural 
effects of the things themſelves. An event ſo certain to 
NE from the Increaſe of infidelity, that he muſt 
285 : either 


2 . 1 
| ae: wiſh for it, or r be judicially blinded, who does not 


diſcern it, and from hence ſee the  encrealing ger 0 our 
countries at this time. 


Ms. 8 ought, 1 9 of 1 to _ = 
truth. to the welfare of mankind, and the good of his 
own country, to have ſtruck out theſe parts of his book 
which are ſo hurtful to chriſtianity. Dr. Watſon, in 
my opinion, yields a great deal too much to our deiſts, 
when he allows that the uſefulneſs and beneſits of chriſ- 
tianity, are no ſure evidence of the truth of this reli- 
gion. For as the divine being is infinitely good, and 
this his goodneſs was the cauſe of all creation, ſo can 
it never be that the thing which is abſolutely and en- 
tirely good, can be falſe; it muſt proceed from him 
who is entire goodneſs and truth. And altho we may, 
in other inſtances, be eaſily miſtaken, yet not ſo in this 
of chriſtianity; it is ſo highly neceſſary to our happi- 
neſs, both here and hereafter, indeed, abſolutely ſo, and 
ſo perfective of our nature, and ſurely productive of hap- 
ang beth in this and i in en 8 om It Ep 
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CHAP. xI. 


2 "Ti is ſaid that the rants of hath paved the 
94 way for the conqueſts of chriſtianity ; the aſſer= 

tion is true, and moſt highly honourable to this reli- 
gion, ' becauſe, as Rome civilized, and made its people 
thoughtful and knowing, it ſhewed that chriſtianity was 
of ſuch a nature, as to prevail moſt where the people 
are moſt fitted to reaſon, to enquire, and to underſtand. 
And for want of this thing among the ſavages of Ame- 
rica, our religion, to this hour, has not been _ to 
make any conſiderable e among mo 1 


Tur dhe ews were ſo incredulous; to the. mira- 

cles of the divine prophet, as to render it unneceſſary 
to publiſh any Hebrew goſpel, is a great miſtake z but 
| ſhews plainly what this gentleman thinks, and would 


** his readers think, of the miracles of Chriſt and his 
| 8 0 2 = "> PO 
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-upoliles. Ads ii. 41. we find 3000 comverict by one 
preaching and the miracle 2 it ; Acts iv. 5000 
converted by another preaching. Ads v. 14. It is, 
and believers were the more added to the lord, multi- 
tudes both of men and women. AQs vi. J. le is; And 
the word of God encreaſed, and the number of difct- 
ples multiplied in Jeruſalem greatly, and the great 
company of the prieſts were obedient unto the faith. 
And Acts xxi. 20. James, who then prefided over and 
governed the church of Jeruſalem, declares, thou ſeeft, 
brother, how many thoufands there are who believe, the 
original is myrzads or ten thouſands. It is then a mif- 


take in this learned man, to make the Jews ſo incre- 


-dulous to the chriſtian miracles ; and he muſt conſe- 
_ quently be miſtaken in the reafon he has aſſigned for 
there never having been a Hebrew goſpel ; which, al- 
tho* the thing be doubtful, I do not believe there really 
ever was. ' The cauſe of this i is, however eaſily diſcern- 
ed; there was one or more of the apoſtles always re- 
ſiding at Jeruſalem, (to which the neceſſity of a Hebrew 
goſpel was entirely confined) till they were all killed, 
or had fled from it at the approach of that Roman 
war which deſtroyed Jeruſalem and their temple and 
ap ick worſhip, and all their legal rites; and from 
his mouth, and the teachers anthorized by him, the Jews 
muſt have had ſuch a full information of every. thing in 
r of as rendered it unneceſſary for them to have 
| goſpel in writing. And here I muſt obſerve, 
| tar as the Jewiſh teachers then did, as the church of 
Rome now does, aſſume to themſelves an infallibility in 
interpreting ie ſeriptures, and had, in fact, to make 
this claim, texts by a great many, more nume- 
rous and forcible than Rome can produce for herſelf; 
and that theſe 'ruters did almoſt all of them, in their 
conjunct body, all of them deny and reject Chriſt ; 
and their people were ſo long: uſed to allow them this 
high prerogative; conſidering theſe things, it is really 
wonderful how chriſtianity could make any progreſs at 
all among them; and fully ſhews, that the miracles 
wrought for confirmation of it, muſt have been ſtupen- 
| dous and convineing indeed. It is obſerved by Dr. Mid- 
55 dleton's antagoniſts, thit, were fing to his own intro= 
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duction, he ought. to have began his enquiry with an 
examination of the miracles of the firſt century, as ſet 
forth in the New Teſtament, and have ſhewn why and 
when the power of working them ceaſed from the 
church; but inſtead of this fair proceeding, he begins 
UT" with thoſe of the fourth century, when the 
neceſſity of them was nearly ſuperceded ; when the mo- 
_ rals of the chriſtians were exceedingly corrupted by the 
outward. peace and. proſperity of the church, and more 
_ eſpecially by the animoſities and violent contentions - 
raiſed by the Arians againſt the Trinitarians, which made 
ſome. of each ſide ready to. forge miracles for the ſup- 
port of their different tenets; and the willing and cre- 
dulous people too ready to receive them; when too, 
their love of monkery and the ſaints and their rotten 
relicts, greatly hurt the purity of their faith, even in 
this century ; but in the next threw them into down 
right ſuperſtition and idolatry. This is the time in 
which Dr. Middleton choſe to begin his enquiry, and 
afterwards to aſcend to the third and ſecond century, and 
in this has he been very nearly followed by Mr. Gibbons. 
The miracles of the third and ſecond centuries, are firſt 
condemned by the latter, and when he has brought 
thoſe into contempt, the miracles of Chriſt and his apoſ- 
tles are likewiſe attacked by him; and altho' in a co- 
vert, yet in a moſt effectual manner. To have pro- 
feſſedly began with thoſe of Chriſt and his immediate 
followers, was a too dangerous and offenſive enterprize. 
It was therefore his moſt. ſucceſsful method, at firſt, to 
conteſt theſe of a latter time, which could not be ſo 
certainly proved, and would not give ſo great an offence; 
and then as ſoon as the reader's mind was ſufficiently 
prejudiced, he might deny them all in general, and this 
condemnation would be the more eaſily ſwallowed, 
and any hints taken which might deſtroy the belief 
of them. 288 FFF e eee ee 


I po. not. ſay this was the real deſign of Mr. Gib- 
bons, but I muſt affirm that this proceeding was ſo well 

fitted to produce theſe effects, that he who would de- 
fend the truth, ought not to let it paſs without notice. 
"3 : 8 e 
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F- 5 to be avoided; and if ever man was prejudiced ag ainſt 
2 oy thing Mr. Gibbons is, and moſt deeply ſo, d 


chriſtianity ; for he ſees nothing belonging to it in a juſt, 
but diſtorted light, and this has drawn him here into 
palpable ſelf- contradiction. He repeatedly allows a 
ſtrong internal evidence to be in ag en and yet 


3 allow the primitive chriſtian writers 1 0 have offered 
3 any reaſon for their religion, which was fitted to move 


was, the ſtrong internal evidence with which it abound- 


ed. They not only expoſe the abſurdity, falſehood, 
wickedneſs, of . but they dwell, and chiefly 


too, upon the infinite benefit which ſeripture inſtruc- 
tion has done to the world, in opening and aſoertain- 
ing to us the being and nature of God, his creation of 


the world, his moral government and providence over | 


itz the pure ' worſhip: by which he is to be ſerved, his 
obſervance of, and regard to the moral behaviour of 
every man, and his having appointed a day in which 

he will judge the whole world in righteouſneſs, and 
reward or puniſh every man with an eternity of the 
greateſt happineſs or miſery, according to his good or 
evi behaviour in this life; by his giving us a perfect 
rule of duty, which forbids even the leaſt vice, and en- 
joys the moſt perfect virtue and purity of life; rad 

not only in our outward words and actions, but inwa 

ly in our moſt ſecret thoughts and ' inclinations, and all 
this as we will hope to eſcape this moſt horrid and 

Y a miſery, and obtain this promiſed and moſt 
E glorious happineſs. | And is there indeed nothing which 
1 | can convince in all theſe things, and this too when they 
j are ſet in oppoſition to the monſtrous cofruptions- and 
 _ errors of heatheniſm? Mr. Gibbons does in effect, here 
affirm, that there is not; but in this he equally contra - 
| _ diQts reaſon and his own previous declaration. And 
bereit muſt be obſerved; that as he makes nothing at all 
of prophecy, utterly denies all miracles, and in this 
place deſtroys all internal evidence of chriſtianity, that 


he does indeed hereby effectually render it as he here 
2 . me it, — the NEE of any ſenſible 
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in this place he effectually deſtroys it. He will not 


a ſenſible man, and yet their principal defence of it | 
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1 to bert code od that WT Ea to that of the 
| N it is of but ſmall conſequence, and therefore 
I paſs it over, and proceed to page 306, where it is 
faid that, The new ſect of chriſtians was almoſt entirely 
compoſed of the dregs of the populace, of boys, toomen, 
beggars, ſlaves, by the laſt of which the miſſionaries might 
ſometimes be introduced into the rich and noble families 
to which they belonged, and who mingled with, and inſinu- 
2 _ themſelves into the minds of the illiterate croud, whilft 
| they cautiouſly avoided the dangerous encounter of the philo- 
and this picture, aſtho' confeſſed tobe an ene- 
my's exaggeration, is yet declared not to be void of 
a faint reſemblance. That the majority of every reli- 
gion muſt be made up of the populace, is unqueſtiona- 
ble; but that the chriſtians were not entirely compoſed 
of them 3 but had many of ſtation, learning, among 
them, is certain from Pliny's letter to Trojan, as 
well as from all the chriſtian apologiſts. Had it, 
however, been as it is here repreſented, are we to be 
: by the faſhion of the world, or the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the thing? And can Mr. Gibbons think 
that the writing in this manner, will do honour either 
to himſelf or to his cauſe? And as to their avoiding to 
encounter with the heathen philoſophers, what can the 
man intend by ſuch an expreſſion? Were not many of 


the then chriſtians philoſophers, and men of deep learn 


ing; and were they not ſpoke to, and converted by the 
chriſtians? And is heatheniſm, indeed, the religion which 
they profeſſed, and endeavoured to defend, to be in reaſon 
preferred before chriſtianity ? and is the latter found to 
be unable to defend itſelf to rational and knowing peo- 
ple? It cannot be affirmed, the very reverſe is but now 

aſſerted by Mr. Gibbons himſelf; and he muſt know 
5 0 the moſt learned and worthy men of our nation, 
0 who have done the higheſt honour to it by 
— genius, knowledge, virtue, have been ſtaunch be- 
lievers; and of how different a character From itheſe the 
heads ef our unbelievers have _ the: world need 
"hy be told from me. | 


r 


7 - 308, Ir is a moſt certain fact, that alas all here. ; 
ſies have ariſen in the church of Chriſt from "men's 
| giving too much deference to their own weak reaſon, - 

and too little to the revelation of an all-knowing and in- 
finite God; and never was any fault more rife in = 


* than this at the n is _ our arp nt 


| - 309% Ir. is ed; bur with- melo) thee. 
there were many of rank and learning at that tine 
proſeſſing chriſtianity, tho? theſe too few to take off 
1 entirely the imputation of ignorance and obſcurity; but 
. + this he allows, does after all give us the more reaſon 
= to admire their merit and - ſucceſs. He alſo ſays, that 
= while chriſtianity promiſes a heaven to the poor in ſpi- 
E ' - © rit, and the afflicted chearfully liſten to it, the fortu- 
I | nate are ſatisfied with the happineſs of this world: Tat 
they are ever endeavouring to make themſelves fo, is 
allowed ; but that they are able to accompliſh their pur- 
poſe, I abſolutely deny; and the continued, various, 
and ruinous purſuits of thoſe who are higheſt in the | 
KH world, confirms this to be the truth as well as the con- 
= Com at laſt made by themſelves, and the great Solo- 
mon among the reſt. And, indeed, the cleareſt reaſons, 
76 as well as the conſtant 2 TI . 1 eee e 
ſhews: us it ever r muſt be VVV 


> A Makin can never be l 650 who foi of: ſenſe, 
becauſe ſenſe is but one, and the loweſt part of him. 
His higheſt faculties are thoſe of reaſon and morality, 
and from them muſt man's chief happineſs ever ariſe; 
but of theſe two, he has ſuch an imperfect uſe in this 
world, that they can never fill or ſatisfy that appetite; 
and to aggravate his misfortune, the man is ever found 
to ſacrifice the pleaſures of theſe to the lower and 
baſer pleaſures of ſenſe. Beſides, Mr. Gibbons allows . 
that man is made for a future life; and if he be, what 

| ſhall we ſay to the folly and baſeneſs of him, who in 
eontradiction to this moſt exalted prerogative, the end 

1 of his on nature, and the intention of his moſt bene- 

A j cent creator, ſhall endeavour to pin himſelf down, and 


= give up all his affection and care to this inſignificant world, 
And this to the total neglect of "that WE . eee = 
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futurity, which müste prove his certain and everlatting 
deſtruction in it. Is it any reproach - to' chriſtianity, 
| teen this kind are not to be W over to it p 5 


3 10, The great philoſophers, by chevy language or Sn PE 
equally diſcover their contempt for the growing ſett of Chriſ- 
tianity, who could not produce a ſingle argument, to engage 
the attention 0 men of ſenſe and learning. What has Mr. 
Gibbons, indeed, found our religion, which they all open, 
deſerving of ſuch a cenſure as this? Has not he, himſelf, 
made the purity and power of its precepts, one great 
cauſe of its ſucceſs, and i is not this, too, that genuine 
divine revelation, which, in his own words, deſerves all 

| eſteem and veneration; and, has he not, but now, con- 
feſſed, that there were ſome men of ſenſe and learning 
among the Chriſtians? And how, then, can he talk with 
ſuch condemnation of them, and praiſe of thoſe philoſo- b 
. phers, who, in oppoſition to this religion, pg; _ |: 
| and defended, fuck a one as their n m_ 


Vrar deep, inked; n this hi ales! 
be, when it could hinder him from ſeeing, that he muſt” 
expoſe himſelf by ſuch an attack. For, when we have 
the goſpel and its proofs before us, it is of no conſequence 
to us, what others have thought of theſe matters. Will 
Mr Mr. Gibbons, indeed, ſet up authority above reaſon and 
truth? But, that the -reader may, in ſome meaſure, | : 
know, what theſe philoſophers were, upon | whoſe beha- . 
viour, Mr. Gibbons, in this place, lays ſuch an extraor- I 
dinary ſtreſs, when he ſo ſeverely conderuns the Chriſtian 
writers, I ſhall, ſhortly, but with the greateſt integrity and 
| Juſtice, ſhew, what theſe men principally were. Till 
Chriſtianity had made a conſiderable progreſs, they gene- 
rally rejected a future life, but all of them, any retribu- 
tion in it. Their religion was only ſo far to obtain the 
goods of this world, and had nothing in it of morality 
or virtue, but abundance of immorality and wickedneſs. 
The end of man, and his chief happineſs, was totall7 
miſtaken by them all; and, beſides a moſt unreaſonable + 
attachment to their. ſeveral, and contradictory ſets, | 
which they thought themſelves bound to follow and main- * 
tain, the principles of almoſt all of them, were founded 
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upon dogmas, not a W bot id hende 
to chriſtianity, and true religion; and we know, that 
every one of them allowed of ſeveral vices, which the 
_ truth; with all true religion, abhors and rejects. I need 
not open this matter, Mr. Gibbons muſt be er we 
tg: I will ap hint at'a few PR . 


Paro, i in his . e ede a r 
of wives, and would have the men, who had done moſt 
ſervice to the public, to have a greater liberty allored 
in this way. Socrates himſelf, was infamous for that 
"wp which'drew down' fire from heaven upon mr 


ni ty. © 


How * > is the — given "of them by 8 S4. 
Paul, Rom. firſt chap. that, pretending to be wiſe, they 
became | fools, and abandoned themſelves to the moſt 
| ſhameful and abominable vices, and it was a known mat-_ 
ter among themſelves, that their practice, and their rea- 
ſoning about virtue; were of a totally different caſt. 

And are theſe the men, upon whoſe opinion we are to 
reject Chri KReject the pureſt religion which the 
world ever ſaw; and throw ourſelves back, it may be, 
into heatheniſm, with all its abominat ions; deſtroy the 
moſt perfect ſyſtem of morality, take away all incire-. 
ments to virtue, and-diſcou nt from vice; leave no 
hope of futurity, or, if there ſhould be ſuch, no poſſi- 
bility of our being happy in it! Are theſe the men, upon 
whoſe virtue and integrity we are ſo entirely to depend, 
as, upon their account, to" do . al _ Jeftrac-- 

_ tive and reed miſchiefs. l 21 


"va 1518, 1 am to abſervey ee enen reliſh. 
2 but reaſon, the very pride of filly reaſon,” and 
that it was one main end of the goſpel to deſtroy this 

very fooliſh and criminal prefanaption, when applied to 

religion. It was, (beſides the teaching us ſuch a purity 


7 is of life, as might fit us for the happineſs of heaven) to 


open the one infinite nature to man, and to do the higheſt. 


| honour to it; and therefore conſiſted, not of a revela- 


uy * could be reaſoned out "oy — wa crea- 
| ture, 


TS} 


| ture, but which only could be made known by the crea- 


tor himſelf, and proved by the exertion of his own al- 
mighty power, that is, by controuling that courſe of na- 

ture which he has eſtabliſhed, and which could only be 
altered by his own hand; as, alſo, by his predia- 
ing ſome hundreds, I might have ſaid thoulands of years, 
before the completion, many contingent events, which 

ſhould, in their due time, come to paſs, and be fulfilled. A 


knowledge, this, which no creature could have, and 


which,” ſome of our reafoners will not allow to be poſſi= | 
ble, even to God himfelf. This revelation was to be 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God; that is, 
. theſe attributes exerted to the higheſt degree; and it was 
to be thus, with regard to a whole world; and the whole 
univerſe, and the government of them all, ſo as would 
be beſt for their happineſs; and this, from their creation, 
to the conſummation of all things; and muſt, therefore, 
be as high above man or angel, as the heavens are above, 
and higher than the earth. No wonder, then, that it 
ſhould be deſpiſed by theſe ſelf-opinionated men, who 
confined all reaſon to themſelves, and never had any proper 
thought about theſe matters. It neither came, nor was 
| proved, in the way that they wiſned; and, therefore, 
was it fooliſhneſs to them. Bat, St. Paul's aſſertion: will 
ever remain true, that the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer 


than men; and ſo it has remarkably proved in this in- 


ſtance. As to the underſtanding and knowledge of the 
primitive Chriſtian writers, let their works, ſtill extant, 
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ſpeak for them. The general opinion of the world has 


hitherto. been moſt highly in their favour, and whoever 
wilt read them with any impartiality, - we I believe, 
m_ of them i in the Tame manner. 


3105 Mr. Gidbons doubts, dee # the e whiloſopbily | 
eee the Chriſtians-apologies for themſelves and their 
| This may, poſſibly, be truth; but ſhould: not 
be faid by any man that had a regard to their character; 

for, what reaſoners, or regarders of religion muſt they 
be, who could be ſo ſatisfied with heatheniſm, that they 
would not even hear any thing that could be ſaid in oppoſi- 
tio" to it. He laments, * * cauſe was not 
"0 


- 
1. 
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and eloquence, the extravagance o 
our compaſſion, by diſplaying the aeg. but —— of 


could not convince them, how much leſs. the fewer and 
leſſer that were performed in the church after them. But 


"F 80 * 
— ty wh i 2 5 


their injured brethren. But how was this ey : 


| when theſe philoſophers ſill perſevered in the defence of 
this religion, and the people till. nt on in the . 
| e e eee 5 255 


Bur they infft md; 8 . 


| alma than on tbe miracles which accompanied the appear- 
ance of the Meſſiah. We ought, at this great diſtance of 
time, to be very cautions how we condemn the method 


of defence made uſe of by the primitive Chriſtians. We 
have Origen's book againſt Celſus, who, in regard to his 


own reputation, to his religion, and to the authority by 


which he is ſo often controuled, and hindered m_— run- 
ning into allegory, we may be ſure has given us a juſt 

ſtate of this philoſopher's controverſy ;. and, now, I aſk 
Mr. Gibbons, who has certainly read this work, whe- 
ther he thinks Celfus's arguments ſtrong or well choſen ? 


I will anſwer for him, that he does not, And yet, the 


Chriſtians, if they would at all reply, muſt anſwer ſuch 
reaſonings as theſe. They, who had been bred up hea- 
thens themſelves, and lived among them, and were inti- 
mately acquainted with their religion and philoſophy, 
muſt be much better judges, than any of us can be, 


what the beſt methods were, with which to defend them- 


ſelves, and to perſuade the others; and it might have 


been folly in them, 10 apply to ſuch as may now ſeem to 
us, moſt fitting and powerful for their purpoſe. In Shia; 


indes howerers. we can Bae vindicate them. 
Tuxsx philoſophers ; 54 the Captions before * 


which contained an authentick account of many, and 


moſt ſtu -miracles, having been-wrought by Chriſt . 
and his Apoſtles, which account, it appears, that the 
heathens themſelves did not contradict; and, if theſe 


as all theſe were, by the heathens, attributed to magick, 


_ a own 8 were * to perform = 5 
; e, 


dæmons, and not 


_ * 
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e it was manifeſtly 3 improper for the Chriſtians, to 


_ reſt their principal defence upon a proof of this kind. 
There was, however, one of them, which was proper, 
and this, I find, inſiſted upon by Athenagoras, Theo- 


philus, Tertullian, Minutius, Fealix, Cyprian, Origen, 


and, probably, by many others, if I was to look into 

them; and this is the power, which Tertullian ſo ſtrongly _ 
inſiſted upon, of the Chriftians making the dzmons 
_ confeſs whom the heathens worſhipped, that they were 

And this very reaſon is given 


by Origen, in his defence of Chriſtianity. He affirms, 
that fome remarkable footſteps of this miraculous power, 


with which to confirm Chriſtianity, did remain to his 
days, that the church was appointed to deſtroy the power 
of infernal dæmons; that it was abſurd to ſuppoſe the 
apoſtles did no niracles at all, but relied on the doctrine 


only, and there were ſome remnant of this power to dif- 
poſſeſs dæmons, ſtill preſerved among them. If he 


ſhould relate miracles of his own knowledge, it would 


furniſh the infidels with a ſubject of laughter, who 


would be ready to ſuſpect the Chriſtians, as the Chriſ- 
tians did them, of inventing fictions to ſupport a bad 


cauſe; but he calls God to witneſs, that in him, it was 


only by a proper evidence, to maintain Chriſtianity's wy 


vine original. Thus ſpeaks the great Origen. 


Bur prophecies were of a much more convincing na- 


ture to the heathens. The particulars of our Saviour's 


life and aQions are ſtrongly inſiſted upon by them; and 


the prediftion's exact completion, by the event, fo many 
hundred of years after the prophecy had been given, was 
ſo full a proof for Chriſtianity, as left no way to evade it, 
but a denial of the book's antiquity, which, as taken 
from Chriſt's greateſt enemies, the Jews, could not be 
done, without a moſt manifeſt abſurdity ; ; yet, even this 
abſurdity, great as it was, we find ſome of them driven 
to affirming the prophecies to be wrote whe my —— 


were E 


Wa, ar the books. of Ao 1 and 3 
8 were, I know _ nor he either; but that the 
: alters ; 
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=”; - latter, which only is here of importance, was not a 
1 _- _ Chriſtian forgery, is unqueſtionably certain; becauſe 
they are quoted by Virgil, and for a material part of 
Chriſt's character, ſome years before he was born; and 
Athenagoras ſhews, that Plato cited them more than 300 
years before Chriſt to prove their gods to be deified men. 
=_ The learned Prideaux has a long diſſertation upon this 
1 matter, and concludes, not that they were Chriſtian for- 
x geries, but that there were ſome interpolations made in 
them by the Chriſtians, which was very fooliſhly done by . 
them, for they thereby rendered theſe books uſeleſs to the 6 
cauſe they were intended to ſupport. But even this can- 
not be allowed to that very learned and honeſt man, 
whoſe defire of impartiality, hated in this * n 
1 a ee deal too far. 155 2 


Turxx on too many of the ile books, 5 in 
too many hands to have been all corrupted by the Chriſ- 
tians z/nor was it poſſible, when the heathens had all power 
in their bands, for the Chriſtians to quote theſe interpo- 
lations, without being confuted and expoſed by their ene- 

mies, and this to the ruin of their religion. And that 
the reader may have entire ſatisfaction in this matter, I 
Will here ſubjoin Mr. Reeves's note upon * in his tranſ· 
lation of Juſtin iin me. . 


Tux great objeQion againſt the Sibylline 1 is, 
that they ſo plainly and expreſsly foretel Chriſt to the 
© - heathen world, as plainly, or more ſo, than the pro- 
* | Phets to the Jews; but was not Chriſt as manifeſtly fore- 

told by Balaam the Aramitick Sorcerer, as by the pro- * 

phet Haiah? Did not Job, who was not of Iſrael, 15 peak 
of the great article of the reſurrection? Did not Daniel, 
in his captivity, communicate his prophecies to the Gen- 
tiles, as well as the Jews? And was not a-prophet ſent to 

; „ an Iſraelite, indeed, by birth, but a pagan by 

| religion. All which plainly prove that God never deli- 

vered himſelf more plainly by his prophets, than when 
be tranſacted with the Gentiles, and not with the Jews. 
And this likewiſe proves what Clemens Alexandrinus 

tells us, 6 TOON P- 270, It, as 950 raiſed up pro- 
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phets among the Sn Vc them to ſalvation, e Sic 
& ſeleQiffimum quemque a paganis ſervare voluiſſe, 
eee ipſis proprios propria ipſorum dialecto | 
_ excitando;”* and to theſe, Sibylls, - Juſtin, Martyr, Cle- 
mens, Origen, Euſebius, LaQantius, ſend the heathens 
for the truth of Chriſtianity, and laid ſo great a ſtreſs 
upon them that they were called Sibylliſts. But now, 
had all theſe been forgeries, (not to mention the baſe- 
neſs of a pious fraud abominated by the firſt Chriſtians) 
they never would have been ſo ſillily impudent, as to 


- _ have appealed to them before the Emperors, and before 


the world. And Origen never could have challenged 
Celſus, or any of the heathens to give a conſiderable 
: hs where theſe books were interpolated by the Chriſ- 
tians, which, no doubt, they would have triumphantly 
done, had they any ſuch interpolation to produce. 
Moreover, it is certain, that in Cicero's time, the Si- 
bylline prophecies were ſo interpreted by ſome, in favour 
of Cæſar, as predicted a monarchy. Divi. Li. 2. Eum 
quemque revera Regem, & c. That if we would be ſafe, 
| we ſhould acknowledge him for a king who really was 
| fo, which interpretation, Cicero, after Cæſar's death, 
was fo much offended: with, that he quarrels with the 
oracles and their interpreters, quam obrem Sibyllam 
quidem ſepoſitam, 8c. wherefore, let us ſhut up the 
Sibyll, and keep der cloſe, that, according to the decree 
of our anceſtors, her verſes may not be read, without the 
expreſs command of the fenate. And then adds, cum 
Antiſtibus, &c. Let us alſo deal with the quindecem- 
beri, and the interpreters of theſe Sibylline books, that 
they would rather produce any thing out of them than a 
king. And in the eclogue of Virgil, Ultima Cume 
venit, &c. written about the beginning of Herod the 
Great's reign, and flatteringly applied to Pollia's Son, 
Salonius, he ſpeaks of ſuch a golden age, and renovation 
of all things, as cannot be fulfilled in the reign of any 


cearthly king, and in a ſtrain prophetick. The ſame year 


that Pompey took Jeruſalen, one of the Sibyll oracles 
made a mighty noiſe, that nature was. about to bring 
forth a king to the Romans. And Suetonius, in the life 
of i a faith, that this ſo terrified the ſenate, hey ES 
| they 


_ oracles came to be admitted into the Sibylline bocks 


full of nothing 
the re- building of the capital, there were others bro 


. 4 5 wi 
. n 


6 . 1 ſhould: the - 
- educated, and that thoſe, whoſe wives were with child, 
applied the propheſy to themſelves. And Appian, Plu- 
tach, Saluſt, Cicero, all ſay, that it was this propheſy 5 
of the Sibylls, which ſtirred up Cornelius Lentulus, at 
that time, a 6 hoping that he was the man deſigned for 


the king of the Romans. The words of Suetonius in 
the life of Veſpaſian, are very remarkable, © percrebuerat 
Ooriente toto vetus & conſtans opinio eſſe in Fois ut eo 
tempore Judea profecti rerum potirentur.” And to the 
ſame purpoſe thoſe of Tacitus. His li. 5. “ Pluribus per- 
ſwaſio ineret Antiquis Sacerdotum libris contineri eo ipſo 
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Now Ss 5 * upon Us the moſh: 1 AY 


count of theſe. expreſs prophecies concerning. Chriſt, 'I 1 
mean how they came to be ſo rife the heathens, 


is this: The Jews, in all their diſperſions, took all oc- 


caſions to ſpeak the moſt magnificent things of their 
expeQed Meſſiah; and theſe prophecies,: by the more 
than ordinary grace of God, ſhone brighter and clearer 
upon their minds during their - captivity, as the great 
ſupport to them under their exile ; and that the Jewiſh 


laid up in the capital, was I believe upon this ocenſi- 
on. The books gr the Sibylls were of two kinds, 


thoſe bought by Tarquin, and-burnt with the capital 


in the time of Sylla, and thoſe we find from Livy, were 
but idolatry and ſuperſtition. But Sher - 


from” Erythræ, by the three ambaſſadors deputed 
that purpoſe ; and afterwards upon the ſame deſign, 
were others ſent by Auguſtus as Tacitus tells Ann c. 6. 


* Queſitus Samo 110 . per Africam etiam & Sci- : 


ciliam & Italicus colonias Carminibus -Sibylle; datum 


Sacerdotibus negotium, quantum humano 55 potuiſſent 
vers diſcerne.” | And to the ſame purpoſe Suetonius 
Ang. cap 31. Now who can doubt but in this ſearch 
Meer the Sibylline oracles, many of the Jewiſh propbe- 


ed up. (eſp oy * en con- 
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riacles of Chriſt and his apoſtles, is founded upon a 
great miſtake, All the miracles of our Saviour were 
| performed among the Jews, a very few - -Excepted, i in. 


g their. n new king). _ te ns the: 10 


Namen For, after the firſt were burnt With the aten, 


FS who could poſſibly diſtinguiſh the one from the other ? 
I = therefore Tacitus cautiouſly adds in 3b ee 
pal P "FO quantum humana ops potuiſſent.” wu F 
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| e Pri eaux's miſtake, and Mr. Gibbons s too great readi- 
neſs to abuſe the ee muſt on manifeſt ad 
reader. i FS 3 7 T 
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the adjoining heathen nations ; and what were done a- 
mong them by the apoſtles, we know not, except a. 


| ſmall number performed by St. Paul to confirm his 
Preaching. Neither Seneca nor Pliny might ever have 
| ſeen one of them, nor is it probable that they did. T 
E people prejudiced beyond conviction, they were never 


ſhewn z. becauſe that all-wiſe being Who was to work 


tain that they would not. We are now: too well ac- 
quainted with the character of theſe philoſophers, to 


them, knew before-hand when they would be uſeleſs; _ 
or, theſe very people might have ſeen and neglected 

them, or not have choſen to ſpeak any thing of them; 45 
and unleſs they had been converted by them, it is cer- 


; expe & ſuch a ſelf-denying fairneſs and candour from any of | | 
them. The ſpiteful miſrepreſentations which they give 
of chriſtianity, when: they at all ſpeak. of it, are a full 


confirmation of this, But the defenders of the primi- 


tive chriſtian miracles, 7.725 Dr. Middleton, have 
at dead ſilence of the hea- _ 

thens about them neither, which Mr. Gibbons a. 
ſerts. They are often brought in . by, them to 15 
5 * ridiculed and abuſed As. mazick. 


ſhewn that there was not t 


5 Poe . 3 W 2 2 
* 1 8 4d 


Tut ee of our Net 5 "as 1 | 


| have: -been confined to the land of Judea, and it is now... - 
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—_ nn ek; ſettation upon- u Us fubje&, at leaſt, ewe 
=: the probability to be on. the other fide. And e i, 
= _ _Oripen's quoting it, it is _ plain to be of a very. ancient 
5 ſtanding. The änfwer given in Dr. Watſon's book, = 
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„ Be tb PO the / 42 FOO Gy zbons =p la 
=_  : matter of ſo much leſs importance to chriſtianity, and 
= what 1s. offenſive in it, is ſo particularly 8 4 
1 much abler pens than mine, that 1 ſhall ſay nothin 
it. Bot here 1 will congratulate my chriſtian fea "1 
=. upon the certainty and ſtrength of his holy faith; for 
very certain and well-founded muſt it welt be, when 
itt could withſtand, and without any, the leaſt, injury to it- 
ſelf, the fierceſt attacks that all the genius and learn : 
img, all the deep prejudices and eagerneſs, of 25 G- „ 
=  _ tow could contrive with which to deſtroy it. But it 
zs truly founded upon a rock, and will edi unden 5 

„ atnong us ſo long as we ſhall 1 retain any juſt ſenſe. of 

- © 7. dignity. of rational and moral man, above that of 
the irfational and immoral brute ; and are "capable of 
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—_:. Adv" now {1 Pia kn 5 this 1 hink i 
3 — to warn the chriſtian reader ag gainſt being © 
_____ frightened from his relig gion, by the horrid iQture which _ 
SS be will hereafter and to be drawn by Mr. Gibbons, 
Aud juſtiy too, io. his hiſtory of the next, and the two 
following centuries, when the furious diſſentions, ani- 
©  : moſities, perſecutions, and cruelty of the chriſtians againſt 
eech other; and when the luxu pride, ambition, turbu- 
 _ letice, of their great and wt clergy, will j preſent a hor- 
-” _ _. rid ſcene to his view; very ph an 4 5 idee to the ac- 
=  __ tors themſelves, Wan hurtful to their religion; for, 
both by its moſt poſitive recepts, and by the whole tenor 
blu its doctrine, it is the fartheſt removed from, it is the 
waoſt adverſe to this abominable deſtruQtive ſpirit. . But as 
PL. 9 8 is-permitte ** . : 
=: nk. 6 
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12. For we wreſtle not agsinſt fle 85 125 
che rulers of the darkneſs of this world, apainſt pitta 
| - wickedneſs, (margin, wicked ſpir 
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us world, againſt ſpiritual 


